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Zardozi

ARDOZI is a Persian word meaning “the art of embroidering on cloth by

pressing golden and silver thread” in various designs. For such highclass

art, naturally the material of the cloth also has to be of superior quality
like silks, velvet etc. In India, gold and silver thread embroidered clothes have been
popular since ancient times, such as the clothes prepared for gods and goddesses in
temples, and the robes and costumes of royalty.

Huen Tsang, the Chinese traveller who visited India in the middle of the 7th
century visited the grand Palace darbar of Emperor Harshavardhana, and has described
that he saw the princess wearing a “faamani” (voilette) skirt (“Jahanga’) resplendent
with gold thread and “zari” work, and upper garment (Uttariyam) with gold embroi:
dery.

It was during the Moghul regime that the fashion of Zardozi work reached its
peak. Agra,Benares and Lucknow have been famous for “zars “karchobi” “kamdani’”
and “Fardi”types of special embroidery work, but Lucknow became the centre of Zardozi
during the Nawabi era.

Zardozi work is done on “Adda” with a wooden frame called “Karchob” on
which the cloth is tightly stretched. The cloth used for this work is usually Satin, georgette,’
crepe silk, or velvet, and the work is done not with ordinary needles but with long,
thick, hooked needles made of fine wood with which the various shining “kalabattu”,
“sitaras” (stars) pearls, sequins, salmas etc are sticthed firmly on to the cloth. The
stitches are of different varieties such as “Gabka”, “salma (nakshi)” “Aari” and “Gota’
The gold and silver threads used for Zardoziwork are of many varieties and these are
selected according to the designs, and according to combinations, some of which re-
quire heavy work and others lighter work. For, Zardozi is done on various types of
clothes and other items such as saris, duppattas, lahangas (skirts), gharaaras, cholis,
bags or purses, waistcoats, caps and even shoes. The most popular designs are fruits,
flowers, birds, leaves, buds, fishes, peacocks, petals, earpendent (jhumkas) etc. Thick
and heavy Zardoziembroidery isknown as “Karchiobi”in which only “pearls”, “salmas”
and “fillas”are used.

In recent times due to a revived craze for such traditional costumes, the demand
for saris, lahangas and duppattas with Zardozi work has increased, and this provides
livelihood for thousands of old and young men and even children. The experts start
training children in their “Addas” (frames) and groom them into fine artists. There are
numerous Zardozi workshops in old Lucknow and in localities like Muftiganj,
Musahibganj, Saadatganj, Mehendiganj, Wazirbagh, Rustam nagar, Chaupatiyar,
Amberganj, Khadra, Rassibatan, and Maulviganj where you can see the clothes mounted
on frames and the work going on in full swing. The people running this industry are
known as “Karkhandar”. There is great demand for Zardozi embroidery not only in
U.P., Delhi, Punjab, and Hyderabad, but also from Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and other
neighbouring countries. Today the popularity of Zardozi is only second to Chikkan
embroidery in Lucknow.
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