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Sri RAJAN MISRA & Sri SAJAN MISRA

(“MISRA BANDHU”)
Vocal Jugalbandi Khayal & Bhajan

AJAN who is in his early forties, and his younger
Rbrother SAJAN who is in his late thirties shot into
imelight as the most outstanding Khayal
Jugalbandi (duet singing) pair of Hindustani music nearly two
decades ago. Rajan is a Post Graduate Degree-holder in Sociol-
ogy and Sajan is a Graduate from the Benares Hindu University.
This popular team has performed in innumerable Conferences,
Festivals, National Programmes of AIR and Doordarshan, and
have been invited abroad, specialy to U.S.A for extensive per-
forming tours repeatedly. Well-educated and widely travelled,
they have been honoured with many titles like ** Sangeet Nayak",
“*Sangeet Ratna", and Sangeet Bhushan", and with prestigious
~Awards like the Sanskriti Award from the late Prime Minister
Smt IndiraGandhi, the U.P. Sangeet Natak Akademy Award etc.
Belonging-to a long line of renowned musicians in Varanasi
(Benares) such as Pdt Ganeshiji Misra (great grandfather), Pdt
Bade Ramdas;ji (grandfather), Pdt Hanuman Misra (father), Pdt
Gopal Misra, the Sarangi maestro (uncle), and Pdt Sursahai
Misra, RAJAN-SAJAN have not only imbibed the traditions of
the famous “'Benares Gharana" of Bade Ramdasji, but added to
the beauty and richnes of the inherited style by their own unre-
lenting “‘Sadhana", deep thinking, aesthetic approach and
dedication.Music, to them is “‘an unending soul-sublimating
sadhana" that gives them moments of pure "ananda" (bliss).
Holding their musical heritage as something sacred, they bring
a mood of sublime devotion into their music and have thereby
achieved wide popularity.

While Rajan impresses with his voice-control, *raiyari"
(speed and technical mastery) eloquent gestures, and the deep
feeling he pours into his singing, Sajan offers a perfect foil



through his rich sonorous and widely-ranged voice, and shoot-
ing taans covering three octaves right from the lowest
“mandra"notes to the high ““raar" notes.

RAJAN-SAJAN brothers have a rich repertoire of ragas,
slow and fast khayals, Tappas,bhajans, and many new
bandishes". Although they are good Thumri-singers, they never
sing Thumris in their public performances. In spite of constant
bookings, they are also giving training to some disciples. They
have also done playback-singing for the film "'Sur Sangam" all
the songs of which are in the classical mould, but they have not
accepted any more film offers as they find it very time-consum-

ing.
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