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Chikan Embroidery

embroidery is a fine example. The special feature of Chikan art is that 1t is

devoid of any showiness or gaudiness. It is a specimen of pure art in all its exqitis-
ite beauty. Nowhere else can you get such high class embroidery at such low costs. The
splendour of Chikan art lies in spreading pure white moonlight-like designs of flowers, buds
etc on cloth with stitches of white thread giving an exotic look to the clothes. During the
Nawabi era the designs of jasmine flowers embroidered on Mulmul kurtas were so beautiful
that they gave the impression of fresh, jasmine garlands around the necks of the wearers.

In Chikan work, they have to use 36 different types of stitches with names like “Muri”,
“Bakhiya”, “Jaali” , Tepchi”, “Ghoom kataav”, “Hathkati phanda”, “Pada”, “Ghaas”, “Paththi”,
“Laung”, “Pankhudi” and “Bijlikangan” besides the three most important ones known as
“Tepchi”, “Murri” and “Jaali Chikan”.

Chikan designs are initially engraved on wooden blocks and the workers print them on
cloth with light dyes. This part of the work is known as “Boota likhan'yand the “Gali Parchha”
area of Chowk in Lucknow is famous for this work. In earlier times, hunting designs and de-
signs of animals, birds etc were popular, but now the preference is for designs of flowers, buds
etc. “Fish” has been aspecial emblem of Awadh (U.P) and therefore, “fishes” have been a
favourite motif of chikan artistes. During the Nawabi era, Chikan work was done on materials
like “Mulmul adhdhi” from the East, Glasgow Mull., Texueb,etc and “Angrakhas”,“ Duppallas”,
“Kurias” for men and women, and coats, caps and hankies used to be made of these fine ma-
terials. Nowadays Kurtas, saris, maxis, middies, scarves, napkins, caps, hankies, teacosies, and
even bedspreads are being made out of materials like silks, georgettes, cambric, nylons, laawns,
rubiya, full-voiles, and organdies. The most beautiful chikan work is done on “Addhi”.

Chikan kurtas of Lucknow are made with either front or side openings and both are
popular. Angarakhhatype of Lucknow kurtas have no buttons, but are tied on the side with
dainty little tassel-like tapes, “Pundi” and “Tasme”.

“Chikan” is the Indianised version of the original Fersian word “Chakin”meaning the
art of creating flowers and buds through embroidery. Empress Noorjahan who came from Iran
was the pioneer in bringing some of the exotic arts from her country into India. She employed
some skilled women in the female apartments of her palace and encouraged them to copy the
artistic designs from the palace-walls on to fine Mulmul or Tanjeb clothes through very delicate
embroidery with fine thread. When later on, a slave (bondmaid) of the Empress Bismillah left
Delhi, came to Lucknow and settled down here, she brought this handicraft with her. Khadra
across the river Gomti is considered the birthplace of Chikkan because the palace of the royal
women known as “Husna bagh”or “Daulat Sarae Sultani”was located in this area. Under the
patronage of the queens and Begums, the Chikkan art reached such high standards that
“Lucknawi chikkan” became famous even in distant continents.

In Awadh (U.P) one and a half lakhs of women are engaged in this work. 96 percent of
chikan artists are women, and the industry brings an annual income of 4to 5 crores of rupees.
The maximum demand is from Pakistan, Afghanistan, Egypt, Holland, France, Britain, Italy,
Spain, Russia, Canada, 1].8.A. and the South East Asian countries.

Translated into English by : Susheela Misra.

Lucknow 1s famous for the elegance of its arts and crafts, of which CHIKAN
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