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The Indian Express Pg No 10

upcm Yogi Adityanapy

UPgovttg "
honour freedom
fighters who
died between
1857 &1947: M

EXPRESSNEWSSERVICE
LUCKNOW, FEBRUARY 4

UTTAR PRADESH ¢ hief Minister
Yogi r’\thlynnmlmn'l]mmlav an-
nounced that the state govern-
mentwillorganise programmes
tohonour freedom fighterswho
died between 1857 and 1947,
and the soldiers killed in wars
i post-Independence,

Lmnchlngllw centenary cel-
ebrations of the Chauri-Chaura
incidentin Gorakhpur, the Chief
Minister said that while the po-
lice band would play patriotic
songs at the memorials, Kavi
Gosthi and Deepotsava would
alsobe organised. “On important
dates related to Independence
Struggle, special events will be
organised at the Shaheed
Smarak. Debate, painting, essay
writing competitionswill also be
organised in schools,” he said.

The Chief Minister also felic-
itated families of freedom fight-
ers and gave away 100 mo-
torised tri-cycles to people with
physical disabilities.

Asatribute to those killed in
the Chaura Chauri incident,
Adityanath replaced the display
picture of his official Twitter
handle with the logo of the
event. Government officials said
that it was for the first time that
the CM had removed his photo
from his official Twitter handle.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi released a postal |
stamptomark centenary celebra- 1
tions of Chauri-Chaura incident |
and said that for many reasons
theincidentwasreferredto“asa ¢
minorincidentofarson, butitwas |
more significant than that”, 1
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! -:e country, and in the past
vears his government has
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to make
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centenary celebrations of the
Ch?:turl Chaura incident,
which shook the foundations
of the British empire in 1922
the PM said: “Let’s take apled-
ge to give priority to the unity
of the country and its respect
ahove everythingelse.”

. He said during the pande-
mic the agriculture sector had
emerged stronger and that far-
mers had ensured arecordout-
put. The PM said the agricul-
+ure sector would progressfas-
ter when the farming commu-
nity wasstrengthened.

\N:ontinued onP1l4

» continued fro™ Pl
.+ ddressing the gafherlng
/A yirtually n the Gorakh:

[\ pur suburbs. Modi st
farmers played £ |
role in the Chaurt Chaura -
cident, which saW peas
par(icipating inthe non-coopP-
eration moveny
with the police
opened fireon them.

wWe have taken several
steps in the intevests of farm-
ers, Tomakemandis profitable
for farmers, 1,000 more mandis
will be linked t0 e NAM,"
PMsaid, adding, «parmerswill
have thechoiceto sell theirpro-
duceasper their choice.”

The infrastructure fund
sector has been
Rs 40,000 crores
in Union Budget, hesaid, add-
ing, “This will also benefit
o will become self-
reliant and make agriculture
a profitable sector.” He said
the Swamitva scheme, envi-
saging documentation of
properties, also aimed to help
small farmersand the poor:

The PMsaid theunityofthe
ple, which once broke the
f “ghulami (slav-
ery)” during thefreedom strug-
gle, will again help the country
become an economic Super-
power mroughitspolicyof self-
reliance. “The unity of thepeo-
is the foundation of Atma-
nirbharBharat,” Modi said.

«phe souls of the freedom
fighters must befeelingproud
as India sends corona vac-
cines to other countries and
carves out a special place for
itself,” hesaid.

Maintaining that the 2021-
92 Union Budget sought to ex-
pedite activities in sectors af-
fected by the pandemic, Modi
saidsomepeopleusedtoclnhn
that the government would
impose new taxes to increase
revenue, “But no new tax was
lmgosed on people,” he said,
insisting that the government
seeks to spend more to speed
“"exﬂlsel“‘]gpmgres&

! atta
poslﬂon.thePMsacilt{l‘gx‘a?‘;:ﬂ:
er the Union Budget was “used
for vote bank politics... The
previous government had
E;ﬂix:h e budget a medium to

schemes in the name of

for the rural
increased to

farmers wh

people which never

2, | got com-
Dleted, bemd.mamgﬂmttfl\‘e
?Dprqnchnuwhmdmugad.
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{ CHAURI CHAURA CENTENARY EVENT }

‘Govt has em

power

Rajesh Kumar Singh ¥
rajesh.singh@htlive.com

LUCKNOW: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Thursday listed
out all that his government has
done to empower India’s farm-
ers in 2021 Budget and in prior
years, in another outreach to
protestors demanding the repeal
of three farm laws aimed at
opening up agricultural markets.

The government has decided
to connect at least 1,000 mandis

(agricultural markets) to the

eNAM online agricultural trad-

ing platform to turn the markets
into centres of profit for farmers,
the PM said in a speech by video
link to mark the centenary of the

Chauri Chaura event, a'land-

mark moment in the history of

India’s freedom struggle. -

“qu. when farmers go to
mandis to sell their produce they
will be able to do so with ease at
any place across the country,”

—

P e 7
P L i

4 o - 1.9
= 8 : ;

Narendra Modi

said the PM, who released a
stamp to mark the centenary.

In addition, Modi noted that
the Centre had allocated 340,000
crore for the development of
rural infrastructure in the bud-
get for financial year 2021-22,
which has been described by
many economists as a growth-
oriented package aimed at
boosting the pandemic-ravaged
economy.

“Farmers will directly benefit
from investment in the infra-
Structure sector,” the PM said.

The decision of the Centre will

s ——

make farmers atmanirbhar (self-
reliant). Agriculture will turn
into a profitable venture.”

February 4 marks 100 years of
an event that took place in
Chauri Chaura, a village in Gor-
akhpur district of Uttar Pradesh,
known as United Province in

British India, when a large group
of protesters participating in
Mahatma Gandhi’s non-cooper-
ation movement clashed with
the police, who opened fire. In
retaliation, the protestors set fire
to a police station. The incident
left three civilians and 22 police-
men dead. Days later, a sad-
dened Gandhi halted the non-co-
operation movement.

Modi’s speech came on the
68th day of a protest by thou-
sands of farmers massed on the
borders of the national capital
demanding the repeal of three
contentious laws pushed
through by the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP)-led government.

ed farmers: Modi '

The laws aim to ease restric-
tions on trade in farm produce
" by setting up free markets. Farm

unions say the laws will erode
their bargaining power, weaken
a system of assured prices and
make them vulnerable to exploi-
tation by corporate giants.

Uttar Pradesh Congress Coip¥
mittee president Ajay Kumar
Lallu said the Prime Minister
should also have paid tribute to
the 150 farmers who have died in
the course of the protest.

“Instead of talking with the
farmers, the central government
is trying to suppress their move-

" ment. It clearly shows the anti-

farmer-attitude of the central
government,” Bahujan Samaj
Party’s general secretary Lalji
Verma said.

Samajwadi Party’s president
Akhilesh Yadav said the BJP
should take a lesson from the
Chauri Chaura movement, and
repeal the three ]aws.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses the Chauri Chaura
centenary celebrations via video conference on Thursday. PTI

PM: Votebank politics

in Budgets

earlier, we

didn’t burden people

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, FEBRUARY 4

THE UNION Budget did not put
any burden on the people, and it

isliye sarkar ko tax badhaana hi
padega, desh ke aam nagrik pe
bojh dalna hi hoga... Lekin is
Budget mein deshwasiyon par koi
bojh nahin badhaaya gaya, balki
desh ko tezi se aage badhaane ke

. /Votebzmk 5 %

ahead speedily..)” the Prime
Minister said.
He was speaking by a video

link at the inauguration of the
| centenaryyearcelebrationsofthe
| Chauri Chaura incident of

February4,1922,in Gorakhpur.

“pashakon se hamare desh

' mein Budget ka matlab itna hiho

gaya tha kiske naam par kya
! ghoshnakardigayi. Budget kovote
' bankke hisab kitab ka bahikhaata
banadiyagaya tha...(For decades,
the Budget had beenabout mak-
ingannouncementsinsomeone’s
name. The Budget had been
turned into a ledger of votebank
calculations)," Modi said.

Butthings havechanged now,
hesaid.“Abdeshne wohsoch badal
di hai, approach badal di hai (The

kind of thinking, it has changed
thatapproach).”

With an agitation against the
new farm laws underway at the
borders of Delhi forwell over two
months now, Modi listed the ini-

/ country has now given up that

nal Electrical
3, East Central
h on behalf of the!
ia invites "Open” E-
the eligible and
| agencies or
=-Tender No. ELS_|
3-9 H_20-21_05.
1s under : 1. Name
ith its location :
WAG-9 loco in to
wislon of sidewall
ace : Electric Loco,
. Approx. Cost of|
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e sixty three lakh
and three hundred

S expoits Ol manylanm

SN
\ l’ll'l))()l':lll”(,*: from India competi-

live, rhat includes non-
Basmati 11C¢, SUEAr, oilseed
meals, cotton and even wheat
and other cereals (mainly
maize).Infact, the country was
asignificantexporter of wheat
and maize lastin 2013-14,

‘The currentexport revival is
cqually aresult of dry weather
conditions seen by major.pro-
ducers such as Argentina,
Brazil, Ukraine, Thailand and
Vietnam. Russia (the world's
largest wheat exporter) and
Argentina (No. 1in soyabean
meal and No. 3 in maize) have
even announced temporary
suspension of taxes on grain
shipments in response to high
domestic food inflation.

Global prices havealsobeen
buoyed by Chinese stockpiling.
The latter had stepped up im-
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ports of everything from maize,
wheat, soyabean and barley to
sugarand milk powder tobuild
strategic food reserves amid
geopolitical tensions.

India, on the other hand,
hasn't faced serious weather
issues; both 2019 and 2020
recorded surplus monsoon
rainfall along with timely on-

tiatives taken by his government
over the past six years to make
farmers self-reliant.

Farmers, the PM said, have
formed the basis of the country’s
progress,and evenduringthe pan-
demic, the farm sector had seen
growth and record production.

The Budget would hasten the
process of meeting the challe
thrown up by the Covid-19 pan-
demic, the PM said. India's han-
dling of the crisis had earned it
praise worldwide, he said.

Modi praised theeflorts of the
Uttar Pradesh government to
highlight the freedom struggle
and the martyrs of Chauri Chaura;
these celebrations were signifi-
cant considering the country is
entering the 75th year of
Independence, he said.

22 policemen.Gandhidecidedto
stopthe Non-Cooperation Move-
ment, which he saw as having
been tainted by the violence. The
British hanged 19 people for the
attack on the police station.

BCCI

much money from to buy these
teams, and how are they manag-
ingto run their teams,” a BCCl of-
ficial said.
Forinstance, the base price for
buying ateamin the T20 Mumbai
League isRs 3 crore. “One owner,
who is not a well-known busi-
nessman, has boughtateameach
in two leagues. Not much is
known about his financial back-
ground. Where is the money
coming fromtobuy twoteams? It
does not make business sense,"

: ive sarkar ne zyadase zyada khar-  iise forty one only) It was unfortunate that the  the official said while referring to
was different from Budg6t§ of  liyesark 2YUOSE ) w: NIL4. Date & martyrs of Chauri Chaurawere  the ACU's concerns, =
previous governments which  cha karne ka faisla kiya... (Before  jon of tender & e et Shice these Mg s pik g
converted the exercise intoa  the Budget, many experts were an g:;o';e;';g; tory, he said, and asked peopleto - over the last decade, there have
“bahi khaata" (ledger) of vote saying thatthe country hasfaced 122021 5. website, ;rrba:r;l;erh Tvedcaznmum; :; gme s:x:n;at: :3, 221%& r:[:slene;‘y
bank calculations and a vehicle ZUCh.a)criSlj igue to the pan; TSE?Q“?:ETPJ Mohan rslalviya. who he said  tigators. Pl

i i were emic), an e government  n. Bidders will be saved 150 freedom fighters from Bengaluru  Police file

ID" {Wking profiises o d have no option but to tax " "original/revised being hanged by the British. chargesheets against 16 people,
not fulfilled, Prime Minister woul av.e.n P ugh this website “What happened in Chauri  including five players and two
Narendra Modi said onThursday. ~ common gtxzens more...But the il °§,,°;"I,'.j§ﬂ Chaura 100yearsagowasseenas  teamowners for theiralleged in-
The thinki dapproachof ~ Budget did not put any burden ceived shai be asimpleincidentofarson. Butits  volvement in spot-fixing in the
: e thinking and approa the people of the country, in- board location messagewasverywide..Thefire  Karnataka Premier League in
this government was very differ- ~ onthep t took the detaits,x, tonder wasnotonly at the policestation 2019, TheKamatakaStateCricket
ent, he said. stead the govemrgen 0 il dGam but in the hearts of Indians as Associ;tinn m;p;g?ed;l; play-
Z. i dieeaj ision to spend as muc ’ ; well,"the Prime Ministersaid. ~ ers and a coach. Police also con-
Husgecks pehle kg <5 ible to tgke the country ***¢ Riy! Gomoh OnFebruary4,1922,acrowd  ducted aidsatthe houseofastate

yeh keh rahe the ki desh ne itne  possl NPAGE2  yrmoziss S of peasants set on fire the police ~association official.
bade sankat ka saamna kiya hai, CONTINUEDO /l’l—'————— “iosne | stationin Chauri Chaura, killing —+ Inthe sameyear, an IPL regu-
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INAUGURATION OF CHAURI CHAURA CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS

evious Governments Drafted
Budget Eyeing Vote Bank: PM

‘Meaning of budget was reduced to

Our Political Bureau

Lucknow:Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday said the Union
budget presented a few days ago has
taken a different approach from the
budgets presented by previous go-
vernments which have, for decades,
d;aﬁed this crucial document kee-
pinganeyeon the vote bank.

He was speaking at the inaugura-
tion of the year-long centenary cele-
brations of the Chauri Chaura inci-
dent, flagged off across Uttar Pra-
desh on Thursday.

“For decades, the meaning of the
budget had been reduced to mere an-
nouncements of allotments towards
particular departments. It had beco-
me an account for vote bank ...previo-
us governments had made itameans
of announcements they could never
fulfil. Today; the country has changed
thisapproach, he said.

Modi said before the budget was re-
leased, many experts had said that

the government may be forced to in-
crease taxesand burden the common
peopleasthecountry wasfacingchal-
lenging times. No burden has been
added, he said adding that the go-
vernment has decided to spend as
much as it can to propel the country
forward. He mentioned that the in-
frastructure fund for rural areas has
been hiked to 340,000 crore whereas
1,000 modern mandis are being deve-
loped. which will benefit farmers.
The celebrations that began on

ANI
Thursday will include programmes
that will foster the spirit of nationa-
lism among people, including rese-
arch work being conducted on the
subject. These are being held to com-
memorate the Chauri Chaura inci-
dent which took place on February 4,
1822, at Chauri Chaura. in Gorakh-
pur district of the United Provinces
(modern UP) during the Independen-
ce struggle, when protesters clashed
with the police who opened fire on
them. This enraged the crowd which

mere announcements of allotments towards particular depts’

DEVELOPMENT MANTRA
Thegovern-
menthas
decidedto
spendasmuchasitcan
to propel the country

- forward, says PM Modi

set fire to the police station, killing 22
policemen. Nineteen people were
held responsible for the incident. all
of whom were hanged. Mahatma
Gandhihadtocalloff the peacefulna-
tional non-<cooperation movement
followingthis incident.

Modi said t it was rare that 19 people
weresenttothegallowsiogetherover
the same incident and it was “wnfort-
unate” that those who sacrificed the-
ir lives were not given their due re-
cognition in the pages of history
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Earlier Bngets |
drafted witheye
on vote bank: PM

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

Gorakhpur (U, & February

Prime  Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday said the
previous governments drafted
Budgets with an eye on their
vote banks and made them
just a medium for making
promises they could not fulfil.

“For decades in our coun-
try, the meaning of the Budget
was restricted o what

| announcements were made in
whase name. The Budget was
turned into an account of the
vore bank,” Modi said.

The prime minister was
launching a year-long com-
memoration of the centenary
of Chauri Chaura incident. an
outbreak of violence that
forced Mahatma Gandhi to
call off his non-cooperation
movement against the British.

Paving tributes to the 19
people who were sent to the
gallows for burning down a
police station and killing 23
policemen. Modi said the
Chauri Chaura martyrs had
not got the place in history
that they deserved.

He released a postage
stamp to mark the beginning
of the centenary vear of the
incident. In an address deliv-
ered through video confer-
ence, Modi hailed India's
“power of unity” and said this
will help the country become
aworld power.

The prime minister listed
features in his government's
recent Budget that he said will
help farmers. But he stopped
short of mentioning the con-
tinuing protest over the agri-
marketing laws enacted in
September.

“A lot of initiatives have
also been taken to empower
farmers. Over 1,000 markets
were connected with farmers
sothat they can sell their crops
anywhere. Over40,000 crore
for rural infrastructure will
help farmers," he said.

He said the government is

i A !:9‘(* ’T }- ’

N,

%

“MANYVETERANS WERE
SAYING THE GOVTWILL
HAVETO RAISE TAXESAND
PASSON THE BURDENTO
THEPEOPLE... DIDNOT
HAPPEN"

NARENDRA MODI,
Prime minister

also focusing on creating
healtheare facilities in rural
areas so that people do not
have to go to cities for better
treatment.

Modi said even household
make their budgets on the
basis on their current needs
and future responsibilities.
“But our earlier governments
made budgets a medium for
promises that they could not
fulfil. The country has now
changed that approach.” On
the 1922 episode, Modi said,
"Whatever happened in
Chauri Chaura 100 years ago
was seen as a simple incident
of arson at a police station.”
“The fire was not only at the
police station but in the hearts
of Indians as well," he said.

The PM did not refer to
Mahatma Gandhi's decision to
call off the non-cooperation
movement over the violence
by his followers. Modi said the
Budget will help meet the
Covid challenge. “Many vet-
erans were saying the govern-
ment will have to raise taxes
and pass on the burden tothe
people.” he said, adding that
this did not happen.
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LOMmitted to the

€Mpowerment of
Kisans, says Modi
Infresh outreach

40,000 crore gy
rural infra will be

NAMI]’A BAIPAI @ Lucknow
CONTINUING his effortg to
pa_mf_\' the agitating farmers
Prime Minister Narendra Modj
on Thursday said his govern-
ment was committeq to their
émpowerment and self-reli-
ance. He was inaugurating the
centenary celebrations of the
Chauri Chaura incident in UP
where violence shook the Brit-
ish Raj during the free-
dom struggle,
Releasing a postal
stamp to mark the oc-
casion, the PM said
that over 1,000 mandis
were being connected
with the online agri-
culture trading plat-
form e-NAM. “The
mandis will be turned
into markets of profit

tlay in Budget to develop
nefit farmers, assures PM

ment of rural infrastructure in
the Budget.

“Farmers will directly bene-
fitfrom investment in the infra-
structure sector. Agriculture
will turn into a profitable ven-
ture for farmers,"” he asserted.

On the Chauri Chaura inci-
dent, the PM said the efforts of
the UP government had result-
ed in changing the scenario in
the Gorakhpur region. “Earlier,
factories were closed,
roads were damaged
and hospitals shut.
Now, a fertilizer facto-
ry has come up, which
will benefit farmers
and generate jobs."

The Chauri Chaura
incident is significant
in India’s Independ-
ence movement. On
February 4, 1922, sup-

1

for farmers to sell porters of the Non-Co-
their produce with ACCOUNT operation Movement
ease,” he said. “The Budget this clashed with the colo-

Madi listed several time has nial police, which

measures taken by the

virtually turned

opened fire. In retalia-

“Centretowards maky . intean account tion; the demonstra-

ing farmers. self-de-

during the Covid pan-
demic, the country’s
food grain production has
soared.

! He called upon people to:
unite in the spirit of freedom
struggle to make the growth
missjons, including Atmanirb-

' har Bharat Mission, a success.
The PM said the Centre was
makingall efforts to help farm-
ers become atmanirbhar (self-
reliant) and had allocated
%40,000 crore for the develop-

e ——————

book (bahi-
pendent in the last siX khata) of income
years. He said even & expenditure”
Modi said

tors torched the Chau- -
ri Chaura police post
in Gorakhpur in which
23 personnel, were
burnt alive.

* Elaborating on the Budget,
the PM said experts were ear-
lier apprehensive about the
possible introduction of new
taxs owing to the pandemic angi
the subsequent economic cri-
sis. “Experts were thinking
that the Budget would burden
the common man with new tax-
es. But the Centre ensured that
the people are not saddled with
additional burden.” P4&8
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Previous Govts drafted Budget
with eye to vote bank: Modi

PM inaugurates
Chauri Chaura
centenary
celebrations

PTI ® GORAKHPUR (UP)

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday said the
previous Governments drafted
the Union Budgets with an eye
on their vote banks and made
them just a medium for mak-
ing promises they could not
fu ﬁf

“For decades in our coun-
try, the meaning of the Budget
was restricted to what
announcements were made in
whose name. The Budget was
turned into an account of the
vote bank,” Modi said.

The Prime Minister was
launching a year-long com-
memoration of the centenary of
Chauri Chaura incident, an
outbreak of violence that forced
Mahatma Gandhi to call off his
non-cooperation movement
against the British.

Paying tributes to the 19
people who were sent to the
gallows for burning down a
police station and killing 23
policemen, Modi said the
Chauri Chaura martyrs had
not got the place in history that
they deserved.

He released a postage
stamp to mark the beginning of
the centenary year of the inci-
dent.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi during the inauguration of the centenary
celebrations of the historic Chauri Chaura incident, via video conferencing in New

Delhi on Thursday

In an address delivered
through video conference,
Modi ﬁailed India’s “power of
unity” and said this will help
the country become a world
power.

The prime minister listed
features in his government’s
recent Budget that he said will
help farmers. But he stopped
short of mentioning the con-
tinuing protest over the agri-
marketing laws enacted in
September.

“A lot of initiatives have
also been taken to empower
farmers. Over 1,000 markets
were connected with farmers so
that they can sell their crops
anywhere. Over Rs 40,000 crore
for rural infrastructure will
help farmers,” he said.

He said the government is

PTI

also focusing on creating
healthcare facilities in rural
areas so that people do not have
to go to cities for better treat-
ment. .

Modi said even household
make their budgets on the
basis on their current needs
and future responsibilities. “But
our earlier governments made
budgets a medium for promis-
es that they could not fulfil. The
country has now changed that
approach”

On the 1922 episode, Modi
said, “Whatever happened in
Chauri Chaura 100 years ago
was seen as a simple incident
of arson at a police station”

“The fire was not only at
the police station but in the
hearts of Indians as well” he
said.
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‘Chauri Chaura martyrs did
not get due place in history’

Previous govts drafted Budget with eye on votebank: PM

Gorakhpur (UP), Feb. 4
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday said
the previous govern-
ments drafted the Union
budgets with an eye on
their vote banks and
made them just a medi- _ have also been taken to
uhm for r;\:kim;h ;}lr{:mises & empower l{armcrs. Over
they could not A . 1,000 markets were con-

For decades in our NarendraModi |\ toq with farmers so
country, the meaning of ing down a police station that they can sell their
the Budget was restrict- and killing 23 policemen, crops anywhere. Over Rs
ed to what announce- Mr Modi said the Chauri 40,000 crore for rural
ments were made in Chaura martyrs had not infrastructure will help
whose name, The Budget got the place in history farmers,” he said.

said will help farmers.
But he stopped short of
mentioning the continu-
ing protest over the agri-
marketing laws enacted
in September.

"A lot of initiatives

was turned into an that they deserved. He said the govern-
account of the vote He released a postage ment is also focusing on
bank, Mr Modi said. stamp to mark the begin- creating healthcare

The PM was launching ning of the centenary facilities in rural areas.
a year-long commemora- year of the incident. Mr Modi said even

tion of the centenary of  In an address delivered household make their
Chauri Chaura incident, through video confer- budgets on the basis on
an outbreak of violence ence, Mr Modi hailed their current needs and
that forced Mahatma India's power of unity future responsibilities.
Gandhi to call off his and said this will help But our earlier govern:
non-cooperation move- the country become a ments made budgets a
NATION | 3 ment against the British. world power. The Prime medium for promises that

Chauri Chaura martyrs Paying tributes to the Minister listed features they could not fulfil. The
didn't get due place in 19 people who were sent  in  his government’s country has now changed
history, says PM Modi to the gallows for burn- recent Budget that he that approach. — PTI
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Previous govts drafted Budget
with eye on vote bank, says PM

PRESSTRUSTOF INDIA

CORAKHPUR (UP), 4 FEBRUARY

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
on Thursdaysaid the previous
governments drafted the Union
Budgets with an eye on their
vote banks and made them just
amedium for making promis-
es they could not fulfil,

For decades in our coun-
try, the meaning of the Bud-
get was restricted to what
announcements were made in
whose name. The Budgetwas
turned into anaccount of the
vote bank, Modi said.

The Prime Minister was
launching a year-long com-
memorationofthecentenary
of Chauri Chaura incident,
an outbreak of violence that
forced Mahatma Gandhito call
offhisnon-cooperation move-

ment against the British.

Paying tributes to the 19
people who were sent to the
gallows for burning down a
police station and killing 23
policemen, Modi said the
Chauri Chaura martyrs had not
got the placeinhistory that they
deserved.

He released a postage stamp
to mark the beginning of the
centenary year of the inci-
dent.

In an address delivered
through video conference,
Modi hailed India’s power of
unity andsaid thiswill help the
country become a world power.

The Prime Minister listed
features in his government’s
recent Budget that he said
will help farmers. But he
stopped short of mentioning
the continuing protest over the

agri-marketing laws enacted
in September.

“A lot of initiatives have
also been taken to empower
farmers. Over 1,000 markets
were connected with farmers
sothat they can sell their crops
anywhere. Over Rs 40,000
crore for rural infrastructure
will help farmers,” he said.

He said the government is
also focusing on creating
healthcare facilities in rural
areas so that people donot have
to go to cities for better treat-
ment.

Modi said even household
make their budgets on the
basis on their current needs and
future responsibilities. But
our earlier governments made
Budgetsa medium for promis-
es that they could not fulfil.
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| CHAURI CHAURA MARTYRS NOT

GIVENTHEIR DUE:PM BACK PAGE 44

Chauri Chaura

martyrs not given
their due: Modi

TriBUNE NEWS SERVICE

NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 4
The Chaurn Chaura incident,
which prompted Mahatma
Gandhi to call off the Non-
Cooperation Movement mid-
way, was on Thursday hailed
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi as a momentous event
which inspired generations
of freedom fighters.

Gandhi called off the agita-
tion after violence erupted at
Chauri Chaura on February 4,
1922 when a mob, infuriated by
the police firing at protesters,
set a police station on fire lead-
ing to the death of 25 persons,
including 22 police personnel.

Gandhi's decision was

lauded as a demonstration of

his unwavering commitment
to the ideal of “Ahimsa”.
Modi completely ignored
the Father of the Nation as
he inaugurated a year-long
programme rolled out by the
Uttar Pradesh Government

to observe the centenary of

-9
A P

PM opens centenary
celebrations, ignores
Mahatma Gandhi

the Chauri-Chaura incident,
The inaugural function,
which took place at Gorakhpur
in the presence of UP CM Yogi
Adityanath, was addressed by
Modi through wvideo-confer-
encing facility from Delhi.
Modi did not mention even
in passing thenameof Gandhi
or his step of calling off the
Non-Cooperation Movement
following the violent incident
in Chauri Chaura. The PM
said the “martyrs of Chauri
Chaura” had been ignored by
those who chronicled the his-
tory of our freedom struggle.
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Unfortunate that Chauri Chaura martyrs were
not given due place in pages of history: Modi

GORAKHPUR (UP): Prime
Minister Narendra Modi on
Thursday said it was "unfor-
tunate” that those who laid
down their lives in the Chauri
Chaura incident in 1922 were
not given due place in the pages
of history.

"Whatever happened in
Chauri Chaura 100 years ago
was seen as a simple incident of
arsoning of a police station. Its
message was very big and wide.
Earlier, whenever there was
talk of Chauri Chaura, it was
seen in the context of a simple
arsoning incident. But the fire
was not only at police station
but in the hearts of Indians as
well," the prime minister said.

He was speaking after
inaugurating via video con-
ference the centenary celebra-
tions of the historic Chauri

Chaura incident, a landmark
event in the country's fight for
Independence.

"Chauri Chaura (incident)
was a self-motivated struggle
of common people. It is unfor-
tunate that martyrs of this inci-
dent were not given prominent
place in the pages of history....
I appreciate the team of Chief
Minister Adityanath for the
year-long celebrations,” he said.

The PM said there was few
incidents during the freedom

struggle wherein 19 freedom
fighters were given the capital
punishment for one incident.
"At a time when the British-
ers were adamant on giving cap-
ital punishment, Baba Raghav
Das and Pandit Madan Mohan
Malviya saved 150 of them from
being hanged,” Modi said. He
said the youth should write
research papers and bring new
facts to light about this incident.
A group of freedom fighters
participating in the non-coop-
eration movement launched by
Mahatma Gandhi in 1922 were
fired upon by police, leading to
death of many of them. In retal-
iation, protestors attacked and
set fire to the Chauri Chaura
police station, killing many
of its occupants. Gandhi had
called off the movement due
to the violence. MPOST

Previous govts drafted Budget
with eye on vote bank: PM

GORAKHPUR (UP):
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday said
the previous governments
drafted the Union bud-
gets with an eye on their
vote banks and made them
just a medium for mak-
ing promises they could
not fulfil.

For decades in our
country, the meaning of
the Budget was restricted
to what announcements
were made in whose name. The Budget
was turned into an account of the vote
bank, Modi said.

The prime minister was launching a
year-long commemoration of the cente-
nary of Chauri Chaura incident, an out-
break of violence that forced Mahatma
Gandhi to call off his non-cooperation
movement against the British.

Paying tributes to the 19 people who
were sent to the gallows for burning
down a police station and killing 23
policemen, Modi said the Chauri Chaura

martyrs had not got the
place in history that they
deserved.

In an address delivered
through video conference,
Modi hailed India’s power
of unity and said this will
help the country become a
world power.

The prime minister
listed features in his gov-
ernment’s recent Budget
that he said will help farm-
ers. But he stopped short
of mentioning the continuing protest
over the agri-marketing laws enacted
in September.

“A lot of initiatives have also been
taken to empower farmers. Over 1,000
markets were connected with farmers
so that they can sell their crops any-
where. Over Rs 40,000 crore for rural
infrastructure will help farmers,” he said.

He said the government is also focus-
ing on creating healthcare facilities in
rural areas so that people do not have to
go to cities for better treatment. ~ MPOST
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revious govts drafted Budget
with eye on vote bank: PM

Gorakhpur (UP):

rime Minister

Narendra Modi on

Thursday said the

previous govern-
ments drafted the Union
budgets with an eye on their
vole banks and made them
just a medium for making
promises they could not ful-
fil.

“For decades in our coun-
try, the meaning of the Budg-
et was restricted to what an-
nouncements were made in
whose pame. The Budget
was turned into an account of
the vote bank,” Modi said.

The prime mimster was
launching a vear-long com-
memoration of the cente
nary of Chauri Chaura inei-
dent, an outbreak of violence
that forced Mahatma Gand-
hi to eall off his non-cooper-
ation movement against the
British,

Paying tributes to the 19
people who were sent to the
gallows lor burming down a
police station and killing 23
policemen, Modi said the
Chauri Chaura martyrs had
not got the place in history
that they deserved.

He released a postage
stamp to mark the begin-
ning of the centenary vear of
the incident.

In an address delivered
through video conference,
Maodi hailed India’s “power of
unity” and said this will help
the country become a world
power.

The prime minister listed

featuresin his government's
recent Budget that he said
will help farmers. But he
stopped shortof mentioning
the continuing protest over
the agri-marketing laws en-
acted in September.

"A lot of initiatives have
also been taken to empower
farmers. Over 1,000 mar-
kets were connected with
farmers so that they can sell
their crops anvwhere, Over
Rs 40,000 crore for rural
infrastructure will help farm-
ers,” he said.

He said the government is
also focusing on creating
healthcare facilities in rural
arcas so that people do not
have to go to cities for better
treatment. .

Madi said even household
make their budgets on the
basis on their current needs
and future responsibilities.
"But our earlier governments
made budgets a medium lor
promises that they could not
fulfil. The country has now
changed that approach.”

On the 1922 episode, Modi
said, "Whatever happened
in Chauri Chaura 100 years
ago was seen as a simple in-
cident of arson at a police sta-
tion."

“The fire was not only at
the police station but in the
hearts of Indians as well." he
said.

The prime minister did
not refer to Mahatma Garxd-
hi's decision to call off the

- “For decades
in our country, the
meaning of the Budget
was restricted to what
announcements were
made in whose name.
The Budget was turned
into an account of the
vote bank,” Modi said.

non-cooperation movement
over the violence by his fol-
lowers.

"Chauri Chaura was a sell-
motivated struggle of the
common people. Itis unfor-
tunate that martyrsin this in-
cident were not given a
prominent place in the pages
of history,” he said, appreci-
ating the Uttar Pradesh gov-
ernment’s plan to commem-
orate it,

The prime minister said
there were few instances in
the history of the independ-
ence movemnent in which as
many as 19 [reedom lighters
were given the capital pun-
ishment for one incident.

He said voung people
should write research pa-
pers and bring new facts to
light about the incident.

The prime minister said
the country’s unity broke the
barriers ol slavery. "This
strength will make usa world
power and this is the base of
"atamanirbharta””

"We are making vaccines
ourselves and supplying
them to other countries. The
souls of freedom fighters

must be feeling proud," he
said on the fight against coro-
navirus.

Modi said the Budget will
help meet the coronavirus
challenge.

"Many velerans were say-
ing the government will have
to raise taxes and pass on the
burden to the people,” he
said, adding that this did not
happen.

The Budget focused on
spending on roads, schools
and railway lines. Spending
on infrastructure will lead
to jobs for the vouth, he
added.

He said farmers have
achieved record production
despite the pandemic,

Highlighting an Uttar
Pradesh inttiative to provide
farmers with ownership pa-
pers for their land, Modi said
the move will help them get
easy bank loans,

Ninety-nine descendants
of those involved in the inci-
dent are being honoured as
part of the Chauri Chaura
commemoration, which be-
gan Thursday with "prabhat
pheris”, or moming proces-
sions, in all Uttar Pradesh
districts,

It will continue till Febru-
ary 4 next vear, the centenary
of the event.

The Chauri Chaura Sha-
heed Sthal in Gorakhpur is
being spruced up and will he
developed on the lines of In-
dia Gate, Jallianawala Bagh
and Cellular Jail, an official
said.
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 TANDAV CASE:
- AMAZON OFFICIAL
GETS HC RELIEF

ji~"9ﬂdra Sarin

letters@hindustantimes.com

PRAYAGRAJ: The Allahabad
High on Thursday provided an
azon Prime Videg official
interim protection from any
COercive action in the case filed |
. against the makers of the web |
. series ‘Tanday and officials of
| the streaming platform for
| allegedly hurting religious sep-
| timents,
| The high court reserveqd
| order on the anticipatory bail
| application filed by Aparna Pur-
| ohit, Head of India Originals,
i azon Prime Video, but said
- that no coercive action can be
~ taken against her till the pro-
nouncement of an order,
Purohit counse] argued that
the web series “Was 5 work of
fiction. There was no intention
of the applicant to outrage the
religious feeling of any commy.
nity”.
On January 19, an FIR was
lodged in the Rabupura police
station of Greater Noida, accys-
ing the series of deliberately
denigrated Hindu gods and gog-
desses. ;
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Tandav: HC relief
for Amazon official

OMAR RASHID
LUCKNOW

The Allahabad High Court on Thursday
granted protection from “coercive action” to
Aparna Purohit, head, India original content
of Amazon, in the FIRs lodged against the
makers of web series Tandav.

While reserving the order on Ms. Purohit’s
anticipatory bail plea, Justice Siddharth
stated, “Till the pronouncement of order no
coercive action shall be taken against the
applicant.”

An FIR was lodged in Lucknow against the
makers of Amazon Prime Video's new web
series on charges of hurting the religious
sentiments of Hindus and promoting enmity
on grounds of religion.

An FIR was also lodged in Gautam Buddha
Nagar on allegations of disturbing communal
amity and peace.

The political drama series has Saif Ali
Khan, Dimple Kapadia, Tigmanshu Dhulia
and Mohammad Zeeshan Ayyub in the cast.

Aparna Purohit, head of India originals
Amazon Prime Video; Ali Abbas Zafar,
director, Tandav web series; Himanshu
Krishna Mehra, producer; and Gaurav
Solanki, writer, were named in the FIR
lodged at Hazratganj police station.
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NEW TWIST FOR AYODHYA MOSQUE

Two sisters claim
ownership of land

PTI ® LUCKNOW

wo Delhi-based sisters

moved the Allahabad High
Court on Wednesday claiming
the ownership of the five-acre
land allotted to the Uttar
Pradesh Sunni Central Wagqf
Board for the construction of
amosque in Ayodhya in accor-
dance with the Supreme Court
verdict in the Ram
Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid
case.

The petition before the
Lucknow Bench of Allahabad
HC was filed in the court’s reg-
istry and is likely to come up
for hearing on February 8.

Rani Kapoor alias Rani
Baluja and Rama Rani Punjabi
have said in the writ petition
that their father Gyan Chandra
Punjabi had come to India
during partition in 1947 from
Punjab and settled in Faizabad
(now Ayodhya) district.

They have claimed that
their father was allotted 28-acre
land in Dhannipur village by
the Nazul Department for five
years which he continued to
possess beyond that period.
Later, his name was included in
the revenue records, the peti-
tioners have said.

However, his name was
struck down from the records
against which their father filed

The petition before the
Lucknow Bench of
Allahabad HC was filed in
the court’s registry and is
likely to come up for
hearing on February 8

an appeal before the Additional
Commissioner, Ayodhya,
which was allowed, they have
claimed.

The petitioners further
claimed that the consolidation
officer again removed their
father’s name from the records
during consolidation proceed-
ings.

A%ainst the order of the
consolidation officer, an appeal
was preferred before the
Settlement Officer of

Consolidation, Sadar, Ayodhya,
but without considering the
said petition, the authorities
have allotted five-acre of their
28-acre land to the Wagf Board
for the constructing of mosque,
they said.

The petitioners have
demanded the authorities be
restrained from transferring
the land to the Sunni Waqf
Board till the pendency of dis-
pute before the settlement offi-
cer.

The State Government has
allotted five-acre land to the
Sunni Wagqf Board in
Dhannipur village for con-
struction of mosque in com-
pliance with Supreme Court
direction on November 7, 2019
in the Ram Janmabhoomi-
Babri mosque title suit.
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Keep Delhi out of ‘chakka jam’ on Feb. 6, Tikait tells farmers

BKU leader appeals to protesters to
keep the ongoing agitation peaceful

ANUJ KUMAR
GHAZIABAD
Bhartiya Kisan Union National
spokesperson Rakesh Tikait
on Thursday said Delhi would
be kept out of “chakka jam”
on February 6.

“l appeal to my farmer
brothers to keep it peaceful,
distribute sweets among peo-

ple during the strike and
spread awareness on how
harmful these laws are to the
country,” said Mr. Tikait.

He further appealed to the
farmers to refrain from using
“unparliamentary language
as it is a fight for rofi, not
votes”. Regarding the tweets
made by activist Greta Thun-

berg, he said it was an ideo-
logical battle and those who
agree with the farmers have
come out in support.

Earlier, he said it seemed
that the government wanted
the farmer protest to conti-
nue. “We are constantly ask-
ing the government for talks,
but they are paying no heed.”

He also gave a formula for a
long protest. “I appeal to ev-
ery village to send one tractor
with 15 people for 10 days.

This cycle should continue till
our demands are met,” he
said.

Police criticised
He also criticised Delhi Police
for not allowing the Opposi-
tion MPs to reach the protest
site. “MPs are the voice of de-
mocracy,” he said.

In a related development,
the Shamli administration de-
nied permission for a Kisan
Panchayat in Bhainswal vil-

lage on Friday citing Section
144 of the CrPC.

However, the district presi-
dent of Rashtriya Lok Dal, Yo-
gendra Singh, said they were
in talks with the administra-
tion and that the panchayat
would be held. “We didn’t ask
for permission. We just sent a
letter to inform them that as
our vice-president Jayant
Chaudhary would attend the
panchayat, adequate security
is provided. In reaction, the

administration imposed Sec-
tion 144 of CrPC.”

Mr. Singh said the adminis-
tration was under an impres-
sion that it was a political ral-
ly. “We clarified it is a farmers’
rally, which we are just pro-
viding support. There won't
be any party flags.” When the
District Magistrate didn't res-
pond despite repeated at-
tempts, Mr. Chaudhary tweet-
ed: 144 reasons why I will go
to Shamli on Friday.”
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”
15 Oppn MPs stopped from
reaching farmer protest site

It’s Like Pak
Border, Says
Harsimrat

Abbijay JhaStimesgrovp.com |

Ghaziabad: A groupef 15 op-
positicr

MPs, zmong them

-Ghazia-

'
.4
s

= of the border and
‘pposition MPson theother.
“T'm seeing such berri-
cades for the first time within
the counutry It is impossible to
meet people on the other side.
Such barricading is normally
seen at the border with Pakis-
tan. I'm shocked to see it in
Delhi.” said Harsimrat. whose
party SAD walked outof NDA
last year in protest against the
\ new farming laws. “We were
swpped by police in anti-riot
gezr as if we are anti-nation-
als and terrorists. Don't we
have a right to meet farmers,
many of whom have come
from my state" sheasked.
SAD’s Sukhbir Singh Ba-
dzlhad eariier this week visit-
edtheUPGatesiteand met Ra-
keshTikait, whoislezdingthe

(From right) SAD's Harsi

.M} ;'

(Fror i mrat Kaur Badal, N
Kanimazhi at the Ghazipur border on Thu

Anindya Chattopadhyay

rsday

We're apolitical but support welcome: SKM

New Delhi:
reachoutto
Kisan Mo
the farm

ports Vishwa Mohan. “The su

Onaday when 15MPs from different partiestried to

the protesting farmers atGhazipur border, Sanyukta
rcha (SKM) — the umbrellabody of the unions
mlaws — on Thursday reiteratedits stand of bei
but said the support of parties to this movement was

opposed to
ngapolitical
welcome, re-

) . pportof political parties and leaders to
this movement s welcomed, butin no case SKM

allowed for political leaders,” said DarshanPal,

sstagewillbe

: farmerrepresen-  »
tative and one of the working group members o

fthe Morcha.

Thoughit has been the stand of SKMever since they gathered on
Dethi borders, farmer leaders on condition of anonymity shared that
they cannot outrightiy tell politicians not to come to protest sitesat
atime whentheir supportis actually needed to make the stirapan-
Indiamovement. They also privately recognised the importance of

the Left-linked farm organisation, All India Kisan
forward the agitation with the help of its ground

Sabha, incarrying
-level cadre.

sit-in agitation here, to extend
his party’s support. Harsim-
rat was accompanied, among
others, by NCP'sSupriyaSule,
DMK's Kanimozhi and Trina-
mool’s Saugata Ray.

“We were stopped from
meeting protesters. Now, we
are headed straight to Parlia-
ment where we will raise the

issue with the Speaker;” said
Sule. “We wanted to see what
ishappening herebut we were
notallowed togotothe protest
site,” said Kanimozhi.

The MPs, including those
from NC and Left parties like
RSP, arrived inabusbut had to
leave within 15 minutes aftera
heated exchange with the cops.

Govt invited
global focus,
says Pawar

Swati.Mathur@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Former Union agri-
culture minister Sharad Pawar
on Thursday said that while
“outsiders” have no business
commenting on India’s inter-
nal matters, the farmers' pro-
tests have invited international
attention because of the gov-
ernment's “mishandling” of
an internal matter.

“Unfortunately, this prob-
lem is becoming an interna-
tional problem. But we cannot
disregard the fact that the gov-
ernment took no steps to re-
solve the issue even after so
many days of protests. This re-
sulted in reactions outside In-
dia too. This is not good for the
country... it is for the govern-
menttoensuresuchasituation
doesnotarise. Thisis wrongon
bothsides,” hesaid.

Pawar also said he was con-
cerned that peaceful protests
may turnviolent. Inafrontalat-
tack on PM Modi and the Cen-
tre, he said India had not seen
nails being embedded in roads
to stop protests even under the
British. “This government has
shownnoempathy and effortto
hold a dialogue. The PM, desp-
ite beingafew kilometres away
from the protest site, has made
no effort to meet representa-
tives of farmers’ unions even

after over 70 days of protests.”
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Priyanka attends
prayer meeting

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
GHAZIABAD

Congress general secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra said
on Thursday that “to op-
press somebody is a sin but
to bear oppression is a big-
ger sin”. She was speaking
at the final prayer meeting
for Navreet Singh in Ram-
pur village in Uttar Pradesh.

DETAILS ON » PAGE 4

Priyanka Gandhi attends prayer
meeting for farmer in Rampur

Navreet Singh died during Jan. 26 tractor rally in Delhi

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

GHAZIABAD

Invoking Sikh Guru Guru
Gobind Singh, Congress gen-
eral secretary Priyanka
Gandhi Vadra said on Thurs-
day “to oppress somebody is
a sin but to bear oppression
is a bigger sin". She was
speaking at the final prayer
meeting for Navreet Singh in
Rampur village in Uttar
Pradesh.

Singh, 24, died allegedly
when his tractor overturned
during the tractor rally on
Republic Day in Delhi. While
some media outlets have
claimed, after the family of
the deceased expressed
doubts, that Mr. Singh’s trac-
tor overturned when he was
hit by a bullet, Rampur Dis-
trict Magistrate (DM) Auja-
neya Kumar Singh main-
tained that Singh's post
mortem had not indicated
any bullet injury.

Ms. Vadra said the coun-
try stood firm with the farm-
ers and that the protest
against the farm laws would
continue till the government
repealed them.

Describing the ongoing
farmers’ protest at Delhi’s
borders as a “true” move-
ment, she insisted it was not
a “political” agitation.

Ms. Vadra said a farmer
son’s had gone from Rampur
village to Delhi thinking that
his woes would be heard.
“That if they were united,
the government would lis-
ten. The government would
open doors to listen to what
is there in the farmers’
hearts. But it didn't hap-
pen,” she said.

She promised H.S. Dibdi-
ba, grandfather of the de-
ceased, that his grandson’s
martyrdom would not go in
vain. Ms. Vadra sat in the wo-

men’s enclosure and inte-
racted with the female mem-
bers of the family.

She said by not repealing
the farm laws, the govern-
ment was doing injustice to
the farmers. But the “bigger
injustice”, she asserted, “is
when they describe martyrs
[those who died during the
farmer protests] as terrorists
and call the farmer protest a
political conspiracy against
the government,” she said.

‘Leader of no use’
Without naming the Prime
Minister, Ms. Vadra said that
a leader who could not “lis-
ten to the pain of the poor
and the farmers, and say
that their suffering was his
suffering” was “of no use”.

Hundreds of people at-
tended the ‘Antim Ardas’ of
Singh, held at a gurudwara
in the Dibdiba village of Bi-
laspur in Rampur district.

Rashtriya Lok Dal vice
president Jayant Chaudhary
and Samajwadi Party leader
Ram Govind Chaudhary also
addressed the  prayer
meeting.
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Repeal f;ﬁn

dduring the tractor rally in
villaggin Rampur. Express

laws, "

can’t tolerate ‘zulm’
on farmers: Priyanka

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
[LUCKNOW, FEBRUARY 4

CONGRESS GENERAL secretary
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra Thursday
met the family of 25-year-old
Navreet Singh, who died during
the tractor rally on January 26 in
New Delhi, and demanded repeal
of the three “black” agri laws.
Priyanka, who reached Dib-
diba village in Rampur to attend
Singh's ~ prayer  ceremony,
slammed the BPgovernment “for
calling farmers terorists™ and their
agitation “a political conspiracy”.
“The government should re-
peal the farm laws, Thisis oppres-
sionof farmers. The bigger wrong
is that they call farmers terrorists;
whentheysee the farmers' move-
mentasaconspiracy against them.
This is a very serious form of op-
pression, When people raise their
voice, they are called all kinds of
names. Itis never said thatyou are
my countrymen andl your pain is
my pain, and Lwill hear you..ifa
politician can't hear and feel the
painof the poor farmers, the peo-
plesifapoliticdancan'tdothis, then
they are not useful anymore. This
is not the occasion forme tomake
political statements, but we can't
tolerate suchzulm (oppression)on
farmers... This is not a political
movement.., This is your move-

ment—thefarmers,and eachand
every citizen of the country,”
Priyanka said at the gathering.
Assuring Singh's family that
the Congress party would always
stand with them, the 49-year-old
leader said, “From my own expe-
rience,Iknow thatamartyr’s fam-
ily can never forget the martyr-
dom... A hope remains that their
loved one’s martyrdom does not
#o waste, and | know that all of
you have this hope, Navreet was
25 years old. My son is 20. You all
have young sons who went to
stand with the farmers there and
an accident happened... Why did
he go there? It was not a political
conspiracy. They went there be-
cause they understood the painof
the farmers. Because Navreet
knew that farmers are being op-
pressed,” Priyanka said.
Invoking Guru Guru Gobind Si-
ngh,shesaid, "GuruGobind Singhji
hassaid facing oppression isa big-
ger sin than committing it. And
maybeitwas because of thisthata
youthreached Delhi from Dibdiba
so that he could be a partof it.”
During her visit, she was ac-
companied by senior Congress
leaders, including state party unit
chief Ajay Kumar Lallu. RLD
leader and former MP Jayant
Chaudhary also visited the village
and mét Navreet's family.
~WITHPTI
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Priyanka

Priyanka Gandhi Vadra with family members of Navreet Singh in
Uttar Pradesh's Rampur district on Thursday. Prl

$
visits kin

of deceased farmer

Umesh Raghuvanshi

com

LUCKNOW: Congress leader Pri-
yanka Gandhi Vadra on Thurs-
day urged the Bharatiya Janata
Party-led central government to
repeal the three new farm laws
instead of calling the farmers
protesting against the laws “ter-
rorists”.

“If there is any bigger wrong
other than the three farm laws,
which the government should
take back but is not doing so, it is
that martyrs are branded as ter-
rorists and the farmers' agitation
is seen as a political conspiracy,”
Priyanka Gandhi said.

The Congress general secre-
tary on Thursday met the family
of Navreet Singh, who died after
his tractor overturned during a
tractor parade on January 26 in
New Delhi, and attended a
prayer ceremony for him at Dib-
diba village in Uttar Pradesh’s
Rampur district.

“I have come here to tell this
family that you are not alone.
Every single countryman is with
you, be it of any religion, and
gmterl;f of every corner of the

untry are with you and w
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rjl!?:h ture party leader Aradhna
ra accompanied Priyank
Gandhi on her visit to .
Navreet's family, Ineet

“Navreet was 25. My son is 20.
You have young sons who went
there to show their solidarity
with farmers. He (Navreet) did |
not come back because of an
incident. I want to tell Hardip
Singh (Navreet's grandfather)
that we will not allow the loss of
your grandson go waste. This
agitation will continue till these
black farm laws are withdrawn,”
said Priyanka. *©
Hitting out at the Congress
leader, UP BJP vice president
Vijay Patha, “The BJP govern-
ment is doing a lot of work to
double the income of farmers
and bring about an improve-
ment in the law and order situa-
tion. She should show large
heartedness and speak about
good efforts of government.”

“By supporting the cause of
farmers, the opposition wants to
target the government. It's oppo-
sition for the sake of opposi
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Instead of siding with farmers,
the Congress should point out
the flaws in the farm laws," sajd
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