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Malaviya Ji with Scholars
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interest which His Lordship took in the scheme, and thanks also to the
support of Sir Harcourt Butler, the then Member for Education, it was settled
before long that Government would pass an Act to incorporate the Benares
Hindu University. Subscriptions began to flow in greater measure. Over 50
lacs had been subscribed when on the 1st October 1915, the Benares Hindu
University Act received the assent of the Governor-General of India. In the
year 1917 the Government permitted us to start work on these very premises.

In the meantime a magnificent site, two miles long and one mile
broad, has been acquired at Nagwa which has cost us nearly 6 lakhs, and
buildings are rapidly rising upon it. The College of Arts, the Physical
Laboratory and the Chemical Laboratory are superintendence and guidance
of Mr. King, the Principal. We have arrived at such a stage in the
construction of the buildings that we will have to make a move in July next
or at latest in January 1921. In the mean-time we will have the great honour
and pleasure of welcoming. His Royal Highness the Prince of Wales in our
midst and the Council of the University has decided to sent a respectful
invitation to His Royal Highness. In the meantime a great deal has to be
done and much more money is needed. 1t has been said that in order to push
forward and promote the objects of the scheme we should pay more
attention to the foundation of chairs and not devote all our funds to building
work. Let me assure you all that that has not been overlooked by the
University authorities. On the one side we have taken care to hurry up such
buildings as are necessary in order that we could move on to the new site. At
this stage what is wanted is that we should get much more support from all
our donors and 1 hope everyone interested in the University will help us to
realize the money that is necessary in order to complete our object. It is also

necessary to bear in mind that we are at a very important period in the
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position of the Colleges and the Universities. There is a difference of
opinion as to which course will be the proper course but there is unanimity
of opinion that the F. A. classes should be separated from the University
proper. But difference arises on the question whether these classes should be
constituted into separate intermediate colleges or whether these classes
should be added to the high schools.

Now gentlemen, it would be venturesome on my part to express any
opinion off hand on matters which have received the consideration of such
distinguished educationists as Sir Michael Sadler and our own distinguished
countryman, Sir Asutosh Mukherji. There were also other educationists like
Dr. Ziauddin Ahmad, Mr. Hornll and others, who were very competent to
deal with the question. But it seems to us that the matter is of such vital
importance likely to affect the work of all Universities, that the proper
course would be to call fro a conference of expert educationists who can
speak with personal knowledge and experience, to consider what would be
the best course to adopt. I have myself discussed the matter with many of my
colleagues and others and there is a great deal of opinion against the view
that intermediate colleges should be constituted separately.

It is urged that we should boldly deal with the problem of education as
a whole, and not merely in part. If we approach the question in that way the
first point for consideration would be, what the Commission have indicated,
viz., the question of the medium of instruction. I am happy to think that the
Commission has recommended that the mother-tongue should be the
medium of instruction in the schools. They have also recommended that in
the intermediate colleges and the University the medium of instruction
should be English. To these recommendations I would make a little

modification. I think the time has come when the vernacular should be the
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time discriminate between our duty to the past and to the future. We have
had disadvantages also from the system being pursued. In this matter the
fault lies more with us than with the Government and I am sorry to think that
not many of us have realized the responsibility to our own people in
translating works from other languages from the benefit of those who have
not received English education. I am not forgetting that in some provinces,
especially in Bengal, remarkable progress has been made in this direction. In
these provinces also the progress made in Urdu and Hindi is great. But I feel
that it is like a drop in the ocean compared with what remains to be done.
The next question is : What is the extent of primary and secondary
education to be given to our people? I feel we ought to do what Germany did
many years ago, what Japan did in more recent years, what America and
France had done for many years, and what England has been slowly
awakening to do in recent years. England did not go in for a thorough system
of education for a long time, but now our English friends have recognized
the need to put secondary education on a thorough footing. The Education
Act of 1918 is the outcome of that feeling. What 1 ask is that here too the
course of primary and secondary instruction up to the age of 14 should be
one which will not concern itself merely with the Three Rs. It is an absurd
course in view of the progress achieved. We should have a good course
which will enable our boys to known something of the things which they
ought to know. The next question will be what will be the duration of the
next stage. | believe the duration should be from the 14th to the 17th or 18th
year. In short the secondary school here should be what the secondary school
is in France, Japan and England under the new Act. A lad who goes through
the primary course will be qualified to enter upon the secondary course with

advantage. At the high school course with advantage. At the high school he
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forestalled by the organizers of this University. The constitution which
Commission has recommended is on the lines of the Hindu University.

Now the question that arises in this respect is how are we going to
discharge our duties by carrying on the objects which we have set before us.
Here we come again to the question of ways and means. They are of two
kinds : men and money, and we need both to build up the University. We
should realise the opportunities that this University gives and the
responsibilities which it casts upon us. We have a special message to give to
the world. At this juncture there is a great deal of stir in the educationla
world, Europe feels rather doubtful about the wisdom of the course which it
has pursued, because it has not prevented the terrible war which ahs attacked
civilization itself. We have our ancient system of education which holds up
before you the four objects of Dharma, Artha, Kama, and Moksha. Are we
going to profit by it or drop it? These are questions which we have to
consider. There is another duty. When we think of the great Universities of
Oxford and Cambridge and when we hear people dwelling with pleasure and
gratitude on the atmosphere that they have breathed and of the ancient
fountains which flow there, what is it that we have to do here? When we
read of the love of Frenchmen for their ancient Universities and national
institutions, when we read of the Japanese showing so much love for their
national treasures, what ideas force themselves upon us! We, the inheritors
of a civilization which knew Universities such as Taxilla and Nalanda, what
have we to show to the world now? When His Royal Highness honours us
with his visit, when we expect many other foreigners, we desire to show
what this ancient seat of learning has done. Benares goes back long into the
past. It is one of the most ancient cities in India. The great Harishchandra

lived here and wrote his name for right and truth in indelible characters.
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