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When charioteer
is strong, devpt
is qualitative, VP
praises CM Yogi
Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: Vice-President
Jagdeep Dhankhar has laud-
ed Uttar Pradesh’s remarka-
ble transfor-
mation over
the past eight
vears, high-
lighting its
rapid progress
toward becom-
ing an “Udyam Pradesh”.

Speaking at the Uttar
Pradesh Foundation Day
event held at Awadh Shilp-
gram in Lucknow, Dhankhar
praised Chief Minister Yogi
Aditvanath for his unwa-
vering dedication to the
state's development.

He said: “When the
charioteer is strong, the de-
velopment becomes qualita-
tive.” The Vice-President
noted that the state hasseena
significant reduction in
crime.

> Ease of doing biz, P 15
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nificant reduction in crime,

which has greatly improved the
ease of doing business and contributed
to the state's impressive economic
growth.

"In the land where Lord Buddha gave
his first sermon, today the saga of devel-
opment under Yogi is
spreading  joyfully
This state, enriched
with the tales of the
freedom struggle, has
seen a voung leader
winning five consecu-
tive Lok Sabha elec-
| tions since 1998 at the
age of 26. Since March
2017, Chief Minister Yogi has been in of-
fice, dedicating 26 years of hislifeto pub-
licservice,” he said.

Appreciating the UP govt’s people-
centric policies of governance, the Vice-
President said, “This region has become
a laboratory for the fundamental and
people-centric principles of Raj Dhar-
ma. There was a time, not longago, when
India was considered one of the five
weakest economic powers in the world.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi, with his
passion, commitment, mission, and exe-
cution, turned thataround, and today we
arethe world’sfifth superpower. Similar-
1y, before your assumption of office, this
state was identified as a ‘Bimaru’ (back-

I I enotedthatthe statehasseenasig-

Appreciating the UP govt's
people-centric policies of
governance, the
Vice-President said, that this
region has become a
laboratory for the
fundamental and
people-centric principles of
Raj Dharma

ward) state. Today, no one mentions it be-
cause the transformation has been 180
degrees.”

In his address, Dhankhar referred to
Uttar Pradesh's advancement as a "his-
toric" achievement and emphasized that
the state is now at the forefront of build-
ing world-class institutional structures.

Appreciating the improved law and
order situation under CM Yogi Aditya-
nath’s leadership, Dhankhar said,
“There was a time when Uttar Pradesh’s
identity was associated with concerns
about law and order. It was a matter of
concern for everyone. There seemed to
be no way out, and it appeared the state
was stuck in a vicious cycle, with its po-
tential being stifled. You have miracu-
lously transformed Uttar Pradesh intoa
state recognised for good governance.
This progress is being discussed across
the country, abroad, and certainly with-
in the state... Uttar Pradesh isleading in
building world-class institutional in-
frastructure. It serves as an example to

Dip in crime has improved
ease of doing biz in UP: VP

the world. The infrastructure here meets
the highest global standards.”

The Vice-President also expressed
his excitement about visiting the Maha
Kumbh in Prayagraj with his family on
February 1, saying that it would be an
honour. “The whole world is amazed by
the Maha Kumbh in Prayagraj,” he said.
Dhankhar also highlighted the signifi-
cant role of Uttar Pradesh’s youth in
driving future development, commend-
ing the CM’s initiative, the Mukhyaman-
tri Yuva Udyami Vikas Abhiyan, aimed
at creating 10 lakh entrepreneurs to fos-
ter employment generation.

Dhankhar commended the state for
its relentless efforts to enhance infras-
tructure, improve governance, and pro-
mote entrepreneurship. He noted that
the state's rise in the ease of doing busi-
ness rankings—from 19th to second pla-
ce—alongwithadoublingof exportsand
an increase in the number of airports
and metro stations, underscores its
growingrole in India’s economic expan-
sion.

Highlighting the ongoing develop-
ment in the state, the Vice-President
said, “Thisevent, happeningacrossall 75
districts of the state, is an expression of
Uttar Pradesh’s identity and pride. What
did not exist before is now true—Uttar
Pradesh isasymbolof development. The
identity of Uttar Pradesh today is its
pace of development. The state is contin-
uously moving forward at an unprece-
dented pace of progress."

Page-15
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‘lllegal migrants strain
on health, edu sectors’

U.P. a shining example of
transformation and
progress, inspiring the
nation towards its goal of
becoming a global
powerhouse, says V-P

HT Correspondent
letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW : Vice-President Jagd-
eep Dhankhar on Friday raised
concerns over the presence of
illegal migrants in the country
and called for immediate action
to safeguard the nation’s inter-
ests, urging citizens, especially
the youth, to take a firm stand
against individuals involved in
anti-national activities.

“This is a matter of grave con-
cern, as they are now seeking to
influence electoral processes.
Across the globe, developed
nations are addressing such
issues, and India, too, must act
swiftly for its stability and dig-
nity,” he said addressing the
76th Foundation Day celebra-
tions of Uttar Pradesh.

The occasion was also graced
by UP governor Anandiben
Patel and chief minister Yogi
Adityanath.

continued on =313

Vice-President Jagdeep Dhankar with chief minister Yogi
Adityanath during the 76th Foundation Day celebrations of Uttar

Pradesh, in Lucknow on Friday.

DEEPAK GUPTA/HTPHOTO

HT Correspondent
letters@hind ustantimes.com

LUCKNOW: Chief minister
Yogi Adityanath on Friday said
Uttar Pradesh (UP) would
become a USD 1 trillion econ-
omy within the next four years

U.P. to become trillion-dollar
economy in four years: Yogi

and the state is committed to
achieving the zero poverty
goal. He made the remarks in
his address during the Uttar
Pradesh Day celebrations at
Awadh Shilpgram held to
mark the 76th foundation day
of U.P. P2
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'ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS'

The V-P emphasized that
India is currently facing numer-
ous challenges due to the influx
of illegal migrants, particularly
in terms of strain on essential
sectors such as healthcare, edu-
cation, and employment.

He urged the government to
take decisive steps to neutralise
forces that are working to
weaken the nation's fabric,
highlighting that these issues
could undermine India’s
progress if left unchecked.

Dhankhar also pointed out
the critical role of the youth in
combating these challenges. He
urged them to use their power
and influence to effectively
counter such threats to the
country’s sovereignty.

Highlighting UP’s contribu-
tion to India’s development,
Dhankhar said, “Uttar Pradesh,
once overshadowed economi-
cally, is now the second largest
contributor to India’s economy.
I have no doubt that it will
secure the top position in the
near future, emerging asa state
of entrepreneurs,”

Referring to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's call of “vocal
for local,” he said, “The state is
brimming with local business
potential. [ have witnessed its
vibrant entrepreneurial spirit
during my visits to Noida and
other regions.”

“UP is a shining example of
transformation and progress,
inspiring the nation toward its
goal of becoming a global pow-
erhouse,” he added.

The V-P also called for reduc-
ing imports and enhancing
domestic production.

“It is painful to see India
importing goods such as can-
dles, furniture, carpets, and
electronics, which could be eas-
ily manufactured locally.
Every Indian must resolve to
avoid foreign-made products
when local alternatives are
available. This will strengthen
our foreign exchange reserves,
create employment, and
encourage entrepreneurship,”
he said.

“Employment opportunities
for the youth are increasing, but
their focus needs to go beyond
government jobs.

Transformative change
requires an entrepreneurial
mindset,” he said.

Dhankhar announced that he
would visit the Mahakumbh in
Prayagraj with his family on
February 1, in response to an
invitation from the UP chief
minister.

He asked residents to instill a
feeling of nationalism by saying
that no benefit or temptation
should outweigh the national
duty. “We must resolve to prior-
itise Indian identity and self-re-
liance in every aspect of life,” he
emphasised.

ORDNANCE FACTORY

of the HEX section of low tem-
perature plastic explosive
(LTPE) building Number 23, a
release issued by the Ordnance
Factory, Bhandara, said.

“Prima facie, it appears to be
an industrial blast that took
place where LTPE is being man-
ufactured,” Bhandara superin-
tendent of police Noorul Hasan
said, adding that they are yet to
confirm the actual reason of the
blast.

“Thirteen people were
trapped under the debris. While
eight of them died, we were able
to extract the remaining five
who have suffered multiple inju-
ries. They are being treated at a
private hospital named Laksh,”
Hasan added.

Bhandara district collector
Sanjay Kolte, while confirming
the deaths, said all those who
died were employed at the ord-
nance factory. The toll had been
confirmed by Union minister
Nitin Gadkari earlier in the day
as well.

A team of the National Disas-
ter Response Force (NDRF) and
State Disaster Response Force
(SDRF) worked for more than
ten hours to rescue those who
were trapped under the debris.
The rescue operation started
at around llam continued till
9pm.

“At around approximately
10.30am, an explosion occurred
at the Defence Factory in Jawa-
har Nagar. It resulted in a fire
and subsequent building col-
lapse. Total 13 individuals were
trapped at the site,” stated a
statement issued by the NDRE.

The ordnance factory is
located at a distance of around
50km from Nagpur, the state's
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Dhankhar calls for action
against illegal refugees

PNS/PTI M LUCKNOW

ice President Jagdeep

Dhankhar, addressing the
76th foundation day celebra-
tions of Uttar Pradesh on
Friday, raised concerns over the
presence of illegal refugees in
the country and called for
immediate action to safeguard
the nations interests. He also
urged the youth to take a stand
against individuals and entities
engaged in anti-national
activities.
“There are crores of illegal
refugees in India who pose seri-
ous challenges to our health-
care, education, and employ-
ment sectors,” Dhankhar said.
“This is a matter of grave con-
cern, as they are now seeking
to influence electoral process-
es. Across the globe, developed
nations are addressing such
issues, and India, too, must act
swiftly for its stability and dig-
nity” He further stressed, "It 15
essential to confront and new-
tralise those forces working to
weaken India and align with
anti-national elements. The
youth must exercise their
immense power to counter
such threats effectively”
Highlighting Uttar Pradesh’s
contribution to India’s develop-
ment, Dhankhar said, “Uttar
Pradesh, once overshadowed
economically, is now the sec-
ond largest contributor to
India’s economy. | have no
doubt that it will secure the top
position in the near future,
emerging as a state of entrepre-
nEeurs.
Referring to Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's call of "vocal
for local,” he said, “The state 15
brimming with local business
potential. I have witnessed its
vibrant entreprencurial spirit
during my visits to Noida and
other regions.”
Dhankhar also called for reduc-
ing imports and enhancing
domestic production. "It is

inful to see India importing

E;uds such as cand.lrs?‘t{urnf
ture, carpets, and electronics,

ITeTd vd fawrey

Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar with Chisf Minister Yogi Adityanath during ihe
UP Diweas celebration in Lucknow on Friday

which could be easily manufac-
tured locally. “Every
Indian must resolve to avoid
foreign-made products when
local alternatives are available.
This will strengthen our foreign
exchange reserves, create
employment, and encourage
entrepreneurship,” he said.

Emphasising the importance of
value addition, he added,
“Exporting raw materials
reflects our inability to add
value to our products.
Entrepreneurs and trade asso-
ciations must commit to
jmq;]m‘lng the value chain and
curbing unnecessary imports”
The vice president underscored
the role of youths in realising
the vision of a developed India.
“Employment opportunities
for the youth are increasing, but
their focus needs to go beyond
government jobs.
Transformative change requires
an entr neurial mindset)” he
stated. Dhankhar urged citizens
to uphold the national interest
above all else. “No benefit or
temptation should outweigh
the national duty. We must
resolve to prioritise Indian
identity and self-reliance in
every aspect of life. Uttar

Pradesh is a shining example of

transformation and progress,
inspiring the nation toward its
goal of becoming a global pow-
erhouse,” he said.

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath
said Uttar Pradesh would
become a USD 1 trillion econ-
omy in the next four years and
was moving towards becoming
a gero-poverty state.
Highlighting the historical sig-
niticance of Uttar Pradesh,
Adityanath said, "This region
was under Fort William (West
Bengal) between 1775 and
1833 In 1834, it was separat-
ed from Bengal to form the
Agra Presidency and renamed
the North-Western Provinces
in 1836, In 1902, it became the
North-Western Provinces and
Oudh, later called United
Provinces in 1937, On January
24, 1950, it came to be known
as Uttar Pradesh. Today, Uttar
Pradesh symbaolises unlimited

ﬁlrntjal."

e chief minister outlined the
state’s achievements since Uttar
Pradesh Day was first cele-
brated in 2018 under the guid-
ance of then-governor Ram
Maik. He also noted the launch
of various initiatives such as the
One District One Product
scheme, Vishwakarma Shram

Samman, and others.

The chief minister said, “In
2016-17, Uttar Pradesh’s econ-
omy was Rs 12 lakh crore
today, it exceeds Rs 27 lakh
crore. Within the next four
years, Uttar Pradesh will
become a USD 1 trillion econ-
omy, in line with the prime|
minister’s vision.”

He emphasised that all govern-
ment programmes were being|
implemented without any dis-
crimination, focusing on the|
development of every citizen,
including rural and tribal com-
munities.

Adityanath reiterated the state
commitment to achieving
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision of zero poverty.
"By next year’s Uttar Pradesh
Day, we aim to ensure every|
poor individual has a roof over
their head, land rights,
Ayushman cards, pensions, and
other benefits”

He praised Uttar Pradesh’s
emergence as a leading tourism
destination, emphasising its
lmqrm':d law and order, spiri-
tual heritage, and development|
of expressways, airports, and
metro network.

“This event not only provides
an opportunity to take pride in
our glorious past but also
ignites dreams and aspirations
or a brighter future.” he said.
As part of the programme,
Adityanath launched the Chief
Minister Youth Entrepreneur|
Development (CM Yuva)
scheme e-portal, and loans
along with sanction letters were
distributed to 25,000 youth
entrepreneurs for establishing|
their ventures.

Additionally, six individuals
were honoured with the Uttar|
Pradesh Gaurav Samman.
“Uttar Pradesh Day celebrates
the state’s prosperity and pride’
he said. The CM Yuva scheme|
will help a lakh youngsters
annually to become entrepre-
neurs, with interest-free loans|
of Rs 5 lakh in the first phase|
and Rs 10 lakh in the second
phase, he said.
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Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath with Vice President Jagdeep

Dhankhar at the inaugural session of Uttar Pradesh Diwas
programme in Lucknow on Friday. Express

Dhankhar inaugurates
3-day event to mark
UP Foundation Day

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, JANUARY 24

VICE PRESIDENT Jagdeep
Dhankhar inaugurated the
three-day event to mark Uttar
Pradesh Foundation Day in
Lucknow on Friday.

Governor Anandiben Patel
and Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath were also present on
the occasion.

The event culminating on
January 26 will showcase the
state's cultural heritage, develop-
mental journey,and strides in
economic empowerment, offi-
cials said. As partof the celebra-
tions, sixdistinguished individu-
als were honoured with ‘Uttar
Pradesh Gaurav Samman', Each
recipient was presented with Rs
11 lakh, a certificate of appreda-
tionandaceremonial stole by the
Vice President.

During the event, the Vice-
President launched the e-por-
tal for the Mukhyamnatri Yuva
Udyami Vikas Abhiyan (M
YUVA). The initiative aims to
make theyouth self-reliant and
entrepreneurial by providing
interest-free loans.

Thoseaged 21 to 40years are

The Vice President
launches portal for M
YUVA scheme that aims
to make youth self-
reliant by providing
interest-free loans

eligibleunder the scheme.In the
first phase, loans up to Rs 5 lakh
will be offered, and the amount
willbeuptoRs 10lakh inthe sec-
ond phase.So far, 27,500 applica-
tions have beenreceived and
loans amounting toRs 254 crore
havebeen sanctioned.

The event also recognised in-
dividuals promoting traditional
crafts and entrepreneurship.

Ashort film highlighting the
state’s development journey was
also screened, reflecting the
progress and achievements. As
partof the Uttar Pradesh Diwas
celebrations, cultural and social
programmes are being organised
across all 75 districts of the state.
Special events at Maha Kumbh's
Sector 7 in Prayagraj and Noida
Shilpgram are also nariating the
story of the state's rich heritage
and development journey.
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