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CHIKANKAR
WORKSHOP
EXPLORES TEXTILE
HISTORY

HT Correspondent

letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW : Did you know that
traces of needles date back to the
Neolithic period? Unlike modem
steel or metal needles, these
were made of bone. This fasci-
nating fact was shared by former
curator of the National Museum,
New Delhi, Anamika Pathak,
during the inaugural sessionof a
nine-day workshop and lecture
on Chikankari on Tuesday.

The workshop, organised at
the Natural History Museum
behind the State Museum as part
of an art appreciation pro-
gramme, delved into the evolu-
tion of textiles and embroidery.
Pathak revealed that metal and
even gold needles had been dis-
covered from the Indus Valley
Civilisation. “A stone sculpture
of a braided man, found in
Mohenjodaro and housed in the
Karachi Museum, has motifs
resembling embroidery, indicat-
ing that needle and thread art
existed in those times,” she
explained. The event was
attended by Atul Jain, general
secretary of Deendayal Shodh
Sansthan, Meena Srivastava,
director of Avadh Chikankari Pro
Co Ltd, Khadi Village Industries
Board, and Srishti Dhaon,
director of the State Museum.
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BSV HOSTS
WEBINAR ON
PROMOTING
KATHAK

HT Correspondent

letters@htlive.com

LUCKNOW : A two-day webinar
on ‘Development of teaching
and presentation of Kathak in
the context of globalisation’
began at Bhatkhande Sanskrit
University on Tuesday.
Vice-chancellor, BSV, prof
Mandavi Singh spoke about the
contribution of Pandit Birju
Maharaj in the globalisation of
Kathak and the importance of
educational institutions in pro-
moting the dance. Kathak expo-
nent and former BSV V-C Pur-
nima Pandey discussed the
development of Kathak and
contributions of Vishnu Digam-
bar Paluskar and Vishnu Nar-
ayan Bhatkhande. Pandit
Rajendra Gangani who joined
from Delhi shared the contribu-
tions of Gopi Kishan, Pandit
Durga Lal, Kumudini Lakhia,
Sitara Devi and Roshan Kumari
in the globalisation of Kathak.
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