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Budget focus is on

Rajesh Kumar Singh

rajesh.singh@htlive.com

LUCKNOW: Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Thursday spelled
out all that his government has
done to empower India’s farm-
ers, in the 2021 Budget and in
prior years, in another outreach
to protestors demanding the
repeal of three contentious farm
laws aimed at opening up agri-
cultural markets..

For one thing, the government
has decided to connect over
1,000 mandis to the eNAM

form to turn the markets into
centres of profit for farmers, the
prime minister said in a speech
by video link to mark the centen-
ary of the Chauri Chaura event, a
landmark moment in the history
of India’s freedom struggle.
“Now, when farmers go to
mandis to sell their produce they
will be able to do so with ease at
any place across the country,”
said the Prime Minister, who
released a stamp to mark the
centenary.
continuedon -1

online agricultural trading plat- -

Artistes performing during inauguration of Chauri Chaura

centenary celebrations, in Gorakhpur on Thursday. The event

was inaugurated by PM Narendra Modi via video link.

tarmers, says Modi

PTI

LUCKNOW : Chief minister
Yogi Adityanath on Thurs-
day said the Chauri Chaura
incident gave a new direc-
tion to the country’s free-
Ldom struggle. He was speak-

Yogi: Chauri Chaura gave new
direction to freedom struggle

ing at Chauri Charua town,
26 km from Gorakhpur,
after Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi virtually inaugu-
rated the Chauri Chaura
centenary celebrations. >ps
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In addition, Modi noted that

the Centre had allocated 240,000
crore for the development of
rural infrastructure in the bud-
get for financial year 2021-22,
which has been described by
many economists as a growth-
oriented package aimed at boost-
ingthe pandemic-ravaged econ-
omy.
“Farmers will directly benefit
from investment in the infra-
structure sector,” the PM said.
“The decision of the Centre will
make farmers atmanirbhar (self-
reliant). Agriculture will turn
into a profitable venture for
farmers.”

February 4 marks 100 years of
an event that took place in
Chauri Chaura, a village in Gor-
akhpur district of Uttar Pradesh,
known as United Province in
British India, when a large group
of protesters participating in
Mahatma Gandhi’s non-cooper-
ation movement clashed with
the police, who opened fire. In
retaliation, the protestors set fire
to a police station. The incident
left three civilians and 22 police-
men dead. Days later, a saddened
Gandhi halted the non-coopera-
tion movement.

Modi said the fire lit by the
protestors was not confined to
the police precinct. It reached
the hearts of the people of India,
infusing them with the desire for
achieving independence from
colonial rule.

Modi's speech came on the
72nd day of a protest by thou-
sands of farmers massed on the
borders of the national capital
demanding the repeal of three
contentious laws pushed
through by the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP)-led government.

The laws aim to ease restric-
tions on trade in farm produce
by setting up free markets, which
will co-exist with regulated mar-
Kets, allow food traders to stock-
pile large stocks of food for
future sales and lay down a
national framework for contract
farming based on written agree-
ments.

Farm unions say free markets

under the laws will erode their
bargaining power, weaken a sys-
tem of assured prices and make
them vulnerable to exploitation
by corporate giants. The
Supreme Court put the three
laws on hold on January 12.

In his speech, Modi said farm-
ers had contributed record
foodgrain production during the
pandemic year, and had become
the base of progress achieved by
the country.

Modi said the Swamitwa
Yojana (ownership scheme)
launched by the government in
Uttar Pradesh last year will also
benefit farmers, who will receive
documents of ownership of their
land and houses. The ownership
document will not only raise the
value of their property, but they
will also get loan from banks
with ease, Modi said.

“Efforts of the government are
changing the scenario in Gor-
akhpur region, known as the
land of revolutionaries. Earlier,
factories were closed, roads were
damaged and hospitals
remained closed. Now, the Gor-
akhpur fertiliser factory is start-
ing. Farmers will benefit and
youths will get employment, :he

said. -

Modi said the Budget will ena-
ble the country meet the challen-
ges on the road ahead in the aft-
ermath of the Covid-19 pan-

emic.

“Before the budget was pre-
sented, several experts said the
country faces a crisis and the
centre will have to increase
taxes, put the burden on the
common man. But the centre
ensured that no burden was put
on the people,” Modi said.

The Centre has, instead,
decided to increase spending to
accelerate development.
“Expenditure will be on con-
struction of wide roads to con-
nect villages with towns, mandis
and markets; construction of
bridges, laying of railway tracks,
starting new trains, buses;
improvement of education; to
provide more opportunities of
employment to the young,” he
said. : :

e

e

He also mentioned ‘India’s
fight against the Covid-19 pan-
demic and vaccination drive
from which, Modi said, several
countries were drawing lessons.
Alongside manufacturing Cov-
id-19 vaccines, India is exporting
them to countries who need
them, he said.

“Now, the centre is working to
provide quality medical facilities
to people in rural areas so that
they do not have to go to cities
for treatment of minor health
problems. To ensure that they do
not face any problem in getting
medical services, a big decision
has been taken in the budget --
now modern testing laboratories
will be established in each dis-
trict and people will get health
services in villages too. The Cen-
tre has increased the budget
allocation for the health sector,”
he said.
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PM: Chauri Chaura martyrs
not given their due in history

In Chauri Chaura
centenary
celebrations, effort
has been made to
promote local culture
and arts. It will be our
tribute to the freedom
fighters, says Modi

Rajesh Kumar Singh

rajesh singh@htlive.com

LUCKNOW : Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi on Thursday said it
was unfortunate that those who
laid down their life in the
Chauri Chaura incident on Feb-
ruary 4, 1922 were not given
their due in history.

The Prime Minister was
speaking after inaugurating vir-
tually the Chauri Chaura cen-
tenary celebrations at Chauri
Charua town, 26 km from Gor-
akhpur.

Chief minister Yogi Aditya-
nath, his ministers, local leaders
and a large number of people
had gathered at the Shaheed
Smarak there to pay tributes to
the freedom fighters.

Modi welcomed the gather-
ing in the local Bhojpuri dialect.
Paying tribute to the freedom
fighters, he invoked Baba Gor-
akhnath (who started the nath
panth) and Deoraha Baba (a
revered saint of east UP).

Modi said a hundred years
ago what happened at Chauri
Chaura was not merely an inci-
dent of arson at a police station.
The message of Chauri Chaura
was big and wide. Earlier,
whenever there was talk of the
Chauri Chaura, it was seenasa
minor arson incident. But what
conditions led to the arson is
also important, he said.

The fire was not only set in
the police station but in the
heart of the people. “Today, the
historical struggle of Chauri
Chaura is being given a place in
history of the country,” Modi
said and added that the efforts
of the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment and chief minister Yogi
Adityanath should be appreci-

ated.
The Chauri Chaura incident

Chief minister Y¢

visitinga

ogl
celebrations, in Gorakhpur on Thursday.

during the 'Chauri Chaura’ centenary

PTIPHOTO

7Yogi: The incident éave new
direction to freedom struggle

freedom of the country. Three
freedom fighters were killed
in police firing during the
fight between locals and
police. The British govern-
ment had lodged cases against
228 people and 224 of them
were punished. Out of those
punished, 19 got capital pun-
ishment, 14 life imprisonment,
19 were given eight years
imprisonment, 97 were sen-
tenced to 5 years imprison-
mentand 20 were given three
years imprisonment,” the CM

LUCKNOW: Chief minister Yogi ~ from Gorakhpur, after Prime  launched across the state. The
Adityanath on Thursday said ~ Minister Narendra Modi vir- ~ cleanliness mission has
the Chauri Chaura inci tually i the Chauri ked spread of hali
gave a new direction to the ~ Chaura centenary celebra-  tisin east UP.
country’s freedom struggle. tions. Yogi said the Chauri Governor Anandiben Patel,
“On February 4, 1922 an  Chaura programme was being  as chairperson of organising
invaluable struggle was organisedatall fight- i prepared the pro-
launched at Chauri Chaurafor ~ ers and martyrs’ memorial ~ grammes thatare being orga-

sites across the state to pay
tribute to them as well as sol-
diers who laid down their life
in war. Round the year pro-

nised to mark the centenary

celebrations, Yogi said.
Earlier, Yogi paid floral trib-

utes at the Chauri Chaura

grammes will be organisedat ~ martyrs’ memorial. He also
the memorials and painti felicitated family bers of
essay writing and debates will  the people who participated in

be held in educational institu-
tions. The state government
will organise a book fair and

the freedom struggle and
Chauri Chaura incident. He
distributed tricycles among

hoon

thep

struggle, he said.

Yogi said under the gui-
dance of Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi, schemes like

desh

said. He was speaking at
Chauri Charua town, 26 km

and
Swachhta’ mission had been

Social welfare minister
Ramapati Shastri, minister of
state for tourism Neelkanth
Tiwari, MP Kamlesh Paswan
and MLA Sangeeta Yadav also
expressed their views .

ple. It's unfortunate that the
contribution of the people who
laid down their life is not dis-
cussed in annals of freedom
struggle. Their sacrifice gives
inspiration to Indians. They
came from different back-
grounds, villages and were of
different age groups but were
brave sons of country, he said.

was a sp
launched by the common peo-

In the freedom struggle, there
are only a few instances when

so many -- 19 freedom fighters
were hanged in Chauri Chaura—
freedom fighters got capital
punishment.

The British government was
bent on hanging hundreds of
freedom fighters, but due to the
initiative of Baba Raghva Das
and Pandit Madan Mohan Mali-
vya around 150 people were
saved from being hanged.

The centre has invited young

writers to write books and doc-
uments on the occasion of 75
years of Independence. “In the
Chauri Chaura centenary cele-
brations, effort has been made
to promote local culture and
arts. It will be our tribute to the
freedom fighters. The power of
our unity broke the chain of
bondage, this unity has become
the base of ‘atma nirbhar’ (self-
reliant) India,” he said.

B o 14 e R, SRR Y

GELIRUEL




<0 sfeuq vauuyg @I

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses the Chauri Chaura
centenary celebrations via video conference on Thursday. P11

PM: Votebank politics
in Budgets earlier, we
didn’t burden people

4 e s

MAULSHREE SETH
LUCKNOW, FEBRUARY 4

THE UNION Budget did not put
any burden on the people, and it
was different from Budgets of
previous governments which
converted the exercise into a
“bahi khaata” (ledger) of vote
bank calculations and a vehicle
for making promises that were
not fulfilled, Prime Minister
NarendraModi said on Thursday.

The thinking and approach of
this government was very differ-
ent, he said.

“Budget ke pehle kayi diggaj
yeh keh rahe the ki desh ne itne
bade sankat ka saamna kiya hai,

isliye sarkar ko tax badhaana hi
padega, desh ke aam nagrik pe
bojh dalna hi hoga... Lekin is
Budget mein deshwasiyon par koi
bojh nahin badhaaya gaya, balki
desh ko tezi se aage badhaane ke
liye sarkar ne zyadase zyada khar-
cha karne ka faisla kiya... (Before
the Budget, many experts were
saying that the country has faced
such a crisis (due to the pan-
demic), and the government
would have no option but to tax
common citizens more... But the
Budget did not put any burden
on the people of the country, in-
stead the government took the
decision to spend as much as
possible to take the country

CONTINUEDONPAGE 2

Votebank

ahead speedily...)." the Prime
Minister said.

He was speaking by a video
link at the inauguration of the
centenary year celebrations of
the Chauri Chaura incident of
February 4, 1922, in Gorakhpur.

“Dashakon se hamare desh
mein Budget kamatlab itnahi ho
gaya tha kiske naam par kya
ghoshna kar di gayi... Budget ko
vote bank ke hisab kitab ka bahi
khaata bana diya gaya tha... (For
decades, the Budget had been
about making announcements
in someone's name. The Budget
had been turned into a ledger of
votebank calculations),” Modi
said.

But things have changed
now, he said. “Ab desh ne woh
soch badal di hai, approach badal
di hai (The country has now
given up thatkind of thinking, it
has changed that approach).”

With an agitation against the
new farm laws underway at the
borders of Delhi for well over
two months now, Modi listed
the initiatives taken by his gov-
ernment over the past six years
to make farmers self-reliant.

Farmers, the PM said, have
formed the basis of the coun-
try's progress, and even during
the pandemic, the farm sector
had seen growth and record
production.

The Budget would hasten
the process of meeting the chal-
lenges thrown up by the Covid-
19 pandemic, the PM said.
India's handling of the crisis had
earned it praise worldwide, he
said.

Modi praised the efforts of
the Uttar Pradesh government
to highlight the freedom strug-
gle and the martyrs of Chauri
Chaura; these celebrations were
significant considering the
country is entering the 75th year
of Independence, he said.

It was unfortunate that the
martyrs of Chauri Chaura were
not discussed prominently in
history, he said. and asked peo-
ple to remember the contribu-
tions of Baba Raghavdas and
Madan Mohan Malviya, whohe
said saved 150 freedom fighters
from being hanged by the
British.

“What happened in Chauri
Chaura 100 years ago was seen

asasimple incidentof ay‘sjon. But
itsmessagewasveryW\ e... Tl
fire was not only at the pohcef
station but in the hearts 0
Indians as well,” the Prime
Minister said.

|

sants seton fire the police
:t?t?gn in Chauri Chatira, killing
22 policemen. Gandhi dea@ed
to stop the Non-Cooperation
Movement, which he saw as
having been tainted by the vio-
lence. The British hanged 19
people for the attack on the po-
lice station.
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Govt to honour freedom fighters

who died between 1857 & 1947:CM

G R

XPRESS NEWS SERVICE
LUCKNOW, FEBRUARY 4

CHIEF MINISTER Yogi
Adityanath on Thursday an-
nounced that the state govern-
ment will organise programmes
to honour freedom fighters who
died between 1857 and 1947,
and the soldiers killed in wars
post-Independence.
Launching the centenary cel-
ebrations of the Chauri-Chaura
incident in Gorakhpur, the Chief
Minister said that while the po-
lice band would play patriotic
songs at the memorials, Kavi
Gosthi and Deepotsava would
also be organised at the memo-
rial. “Onimportant dates related
to Independence Struggle, spe-
cial events will be organised at
the Shaheed Smarak. Debate,
painting, essay writing compe-
titions will also be organised in

schools,” he said, adding that the
government would give boost to
research on martyrs.

The CM also felicitated fami-
lies of freedom fighters and gave
away 100 motorised tri-cycles to
people with physical disabilities.

As a tribute to the martyrs of
the Chaura Chauri incident, the
CM replaced the display picture
of his official Twitter handle with
the logo of the event.
Government officials said that it
was for the first time that the CM
removed his photo from his of-
ficial Twitter handle in the hon-
our of the martyrs.

Meanwhile, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi released a postal
stamp dedicated to centenary
celebrations of Chauri-Chaura
incident and said that for many
reasons the incident was re-
ferred to “as a minor incident of
arson, but it was more significant
than that”.

New record, 1.5 lakh
took part in Vande
- Mataram event: Govt

Armarathon campaign to cre-
ate a “world record” of people
standing in salute pose to sing
Vande Mataram and post videos
of the same on the YouTube con-
cluded on Thursday noon.
Officials said that as many as 1.5
lakh people became part of the
campaign that began on
Wednesday at 10am. “The num-
ber of uploaded videos is being
scrutinised by members of the

-Guinness Book of World
Records. The record will be an-
nounced. after following the
standard practice," Gorakhpur
ADM (Finance and Revenue),
Rajesh Singh, said. For the cam-
paign, the Guinness Book of
World Records created an official

link https://chaurichauramahot- -

sav.in/ for uploading the videos.
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Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath attends the inauguration ceremony of Chauri Chaura
centenary celebrations, in Gorakhpur on Thursday. PTI
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Taking all steps to make

Country’s Unity
And Respect
Above All: PM

PankajShah@timesgroup.com

Lucknow: Amid the ongo-
ing stand-off over new farm
laws, Prime Minister Na-
rendraModion Thursday sa-
id farmers have played the
most crucial role in the eco-
nomic development of the
country and in the past six
years his government has
been taking all steps to make
them self-reliant.

Speaking on the occasion
of centenary year celebra-
tion of the Chauri Chaura
incident which shook the fo-
undation of British Empire
in1922, the PM said: "On this
occasion, let's take a pledge
togivepriority to the unity of
the country and its respect
aboveeverythingelse.”

Addressing the gathe-
ring virtually at the Gorakh-
pur suburb, Modi said that
farmers played an impor-
tantrole in the Chauri Chau-

PM Modi ad

farmers self-reliant: Modi

the centenary

of Chauri Chaura

incide_nt virtually from New Delhi on Thursday. CM Yogi Adityanath
and his cabinet colleagues attended the event at Chauri Chaura

| iidcr Indians'
being made
.self-reliant: PM

»Continued from P1

ture sector would progress
faster when the farming
community was strengthened.

“We have taken several steps
in the interest of farmers. To
make mandis profitable for farm-
ers, 1,000 more mandis will be
linked to e-NAM,” the PM said,
adding "farmers will have the
choice to sell their produce as per
their choice.”

Besides; the infrastructure
fund for the rural sector has been
increased to Rs 40,000 crores in
the recently announced union
budget, he said, adding “this
would also benefit farmers who
would become self-reliant and

} icultureaprofitablesec-

VI ~the PM said that the agricul-

CM invokes struggle, sacrifice at Chauri Chaura

\tghe inaugural of the Chauri Chaura centenary celebra-
4 \tions on Thursday, chief minister Yogi Adityanath in-
voked the ideals of sacrifice, swadesi and swavlamban (self-
reliance) of freedom fighters and appealed to citizens to im-
bibe these virtues, reports Arjumand Bano. P3

ra incident, which saw pea-
sants, who were participa-
ting in non-cooperation mo-
vement, clashed with police
after they opened fire on
them.Hesaid thatduring the

Coronapandemic, theagricul-
ture sector emerged stronger
and farmers ensured a record
output.

»PM: Self-reliant, P 3

tor,” he said, adding that the Swa-
mitva scheme envisaging docu-
mentation of properties, also
aimed to help small farmers and
the poor.

The PM also underscored that
the unity of people which once
broke the shackles of ‘gulami’
(slavery) during freedom strug-
gle will again help the country to
becomean economic super power
through its policy of self-re-
liance. “The unity of people is the
foundation of "Atma Nirbhar
Bharat',” Modi said. He said that
the 130 crore people of the coun-
try are being made self-reliant
and enabling them to cater to the
world.

“The soul of the freedom
fighters must be feeling proud as
India sends Corona vaccines to
other countries and carves out a
special place for itself,” he said,
adding that during the peak of
pandemie, the country not only
sent medicines to over 150 coun-
tries but also brought back scores
of Indians back to the country
and sent foreigners to their re-
spective countries.

Maintaining that the 2021-22
Union budget sought to expedite
the activities in sectors which got
affected because of the pandem-
ic, Modi said that some people
used to claim that the govern-
ment would impose new taxes on
people to increase the revenue.

“But no new tax was imposed :
onpeople,” hesaid, insisting that :
tho cnuarnment cepks tn anend

%)

fordle e
Al T4 SER [T, IR 9e9




Q0 <Is™ 3% sfedr g%

Chauri Chaura Centenary: Yogi Pays Tributes To Martyrs In Gorakhpur,

CM invokes ideals of

Arjumand Bano | Tnn

Gorakhpur: At the inaugural
of the Chauri Chaura cente-
nary celebrations on Thurs-
day, chief minister Yogi Adity-
anath invoked the ideals of sa-
crifice, swadesi and swavlam-
ban (self-reliance) of freedom
fighters and appealed to citi-
zens to imbibe these virtues.

After paying tributes to
martyrs of the Chauri Chaura
uprising in the morning, the
chief minister took partinthe
rendition of national song
Vande Mataram.

“The year-long celebration
is dedicated to martyrs of In-
dia’s freedom struggle and
those who sacrificed themsel-
ves to protect our borders.
This help steer the nation to-
wards swadesi, swavlamban
and swachhta (indigenous
products and thoughts, self-
reliance and cleanliness). We
should thank Prime Minister

W
WA G Heicad
HAURI CHAURA CENTENARY CELERRATIONS

PM Narendra Modi on Thursday
released a postage stamp to mark
Chauri Chaura centenary celebrations

Narendra Modi for launching
the ‘swachh abhiyan’, which
helped save children from Ja-
panese Encephalitis,” he said.

Recalling the Chauri Chau-
ra uprising, the chief mini-
ster said, it was a struggle bet-
ween locals and the oppressi-
ve Colonial police, who shot
dead three protesters. In reta-
liation, a police station was
burnt down, Killing some
staff.

The British registered ca-
ses against 228 people and 19
were hanged, 14 were senten-
ced tolifeand 57 were impriso-
ned for five years.

“The uprising left a deep
impact on the freedom strugg-
le. On specific days of the we-
ek, diyas willbelitatmartyrs’
memorials and a police band
will play patriotic songs. De-
bates, discussions, poetry re-
citals and painting competi-
tions will be organised in
schools and special research
projects on the freedom
struggle will be promoted,”
the chief minister said.

CM Yogi

sacrifice,

Chauri Chaura becomes CM’s Twitter profile pic

Lucknow: The profile picture of
Chief Minister Yogi Aditya-
nath’s official Twitter account
‘@myogioffice’ was changed to
thelogo of Chauri Chaura cente-
nary cebrations to commemora-
tetheevent.

Several senior officials also
changed their profile pictures to

the logo, as did many govern-
ment handles. The logo carries
the Sanskrit phrase ‘Swaraktaih
Swarashtram Rakshet’ which
means, ‘We protect our nation
with our blood’ besides Chauri
Chaura 100 Mahotsav.

Thelogo isalso presentonthe
postal stamp which was released

by PM Narendra Modi.

“The change of the display
pictures was done in the afterno-
on, after the centenary celebra-
tions were officially launched by
the PM, CM and Governor, to pay
tributes to the martyrs of the in-
cident,” said a government spo-
kesperson. Tnw

Stories of martyrs retold;
another record in making

Times News NETWORK

Lucknow: Day-long celebrations
across the state marked the inau-
gural day of the centenary of the
Chauri Chaura incident on
Thursday.

After attending the ceremony
in Gorakhpur, chief minister Yo-
gi Adityanath visited Shaheed
Smarak in Lucknow in the eve-
ning where he litalamp in memo-
ry of themartyrs.

A government spokesperson
said that the CM also joined more
than 1.5 lakh people in singing
Vande Mataram at the same time
and uploading their videos to cre-
ate a world record. The record is
currently held by an organisation
in England which recorded and
uploaded 20,000 videos. Gorakh-
pur ADM Rajesh Singh said thata
team from Guinness Book of
World Records was reviewing the
entries, after which exactnumber
of videos uploaded will be deter-
mined.

The CM also honoured 16 out

Chauri Chaura centenary
celebrations in Gorakhpur

of 99 family members of martyrs
and freedom fighters. These in-
cluded Ramnawal, Omprakash,
Lalkishun, Gulab, Savitri, Vi-
rendra, Ramashish, Mansingh
Yadav, Harilal, Saudagar Ali, Lal-
lan, Ramraj, Mainuddin, Satya-
charan, Dashrath and Ramnaray-
an Tripathi. He also distributed
100tricyclesamongdifferently ab-
le persons.

The event’s theme song, a pos-
tal stampand adocumentary film
by Akashwani were launched in
the virtual presence of Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi, Governor

Anandiben Patel and the CM.

A play directed by Manvendra
Tripathi was performed in Go-
rakhpur based on the atrocities
unleashed by the British govern-
menton the people who participa-
ted in the Chauri Chaurarevolt.

The logo, with the slogan
‘Swarakte: Swarashtram Raks-
het’ was also launched. It is made
by Ashok Sathpathy; a teacher in
Lucknow University’s Sanskrit
department.

The famous Pharuahi dance
from Purvanchal was performed
at the programme where AKhi-
lesh Singh and his team also pre-
sented Sufisongs. Inthemorning,
prabhat pheris were taken out
across districts, followed by sing-
ing of the national song. A kavi
sammelan was also organised,
based on the stories of freedom
fighters. Poets like Hari Om Pa-
war, Kaleem Kaiser, Chetna Pan-
dey, Archana Malviya, Akriti Vi-
dya Arpan, Waseem Mazhar, An.
jana Singh Sengar and Bineet
Chauhan participated in it.
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PM inaugurat

65 Chauri Chaura SHERHSAR""

centenary celebrations

PNS ® LyckNOwW

Highlightin the important
role that farmers played
during the Chauri Chaura inci-
dent, Prime Minister Narendra

. Modi said that earlier farmers

were considered as a vote bank
but the situation had changed
as his governiment believed in

taking all countrymen along -

with it as the unity of the coun-
try matters the most.

“Amidst the challenges of
the coronavirus pandemic, our
agriculture sector grew strong-
l{l and the farmers showed
their might and clocked a

record production. If our .

farmer becomes stronger, the
rogress of agriculture will be
urther accelerated,” the prime

minister said while invoking
the sacrifices of the freedom
fighters as he inaugurated the
centenary celebrations of the
historical Chauri Chaura inci-
dent virtually on Thursday.

He also released a postal
stamp dedicated to the Chauri
Chaura centenary, marking the
beginning of the year-long cel-
ebrations. ;

Talking about the Union
Budget 2021, the prime minis-
ter said that many people were
critically looking at the budget
as they were skeptical that
during this period of COVID-
19 pandemic, the budget would
take the hit.

“But with the Budget 2021,
we have shown that nothing
can stop us from making the

dream of a self-reliant India -

come true,” he said.
Pointing out that the

W

centenary celebrations on Thursday

Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath honouring a kin of the ma

rtyrs at the Chauri Chaura

Budget 2021 had a special
focus on strengthening the
agriculture sector and boosting
farmers’ income, the prime
minister said: “We have
announced the inclusion of
1,000 more mandis or agricul-
ture product marketing com-
mittees (APMC:s) to be linked
to the e-National Agriculture
Market (e-NAM).

The prime minister also
said that the aim of the budget
was not to increase the burden
on the countrymen rather the
government had decided to
spend more and more mone
to make the country self-
reliant.

“For me and my govern-
ment, the thing that matters the
most is the unity of the coun-

‘try. We believe in taking every

countryman along with us,” he
said 7
Stating that every village
and town would have a prop-
er health system, the prime
minjster said that his govern-
ment was making efforts to
have a proper system of treat-
ment in every village and town
so that the people of the par-
ticular location did not suffer
and migrate to big cities for
treatment of every small dis-
ease. .
“The infrastructure fund
for the rural sector has been
increased to Rs 40,000 crore
which will directly benefit the
farmers of the country. All
Continued on Page 9
M Related Reports on Pg 2

PM INAUGURATES CHAURI- |

|
these decisions will make our farmers self-reliant |
and make agriculture a profitable business,” he said.
. Talking about the Chauri Chaura incident, the prime
- minister said it was more than a fire at a police station.
It was symbolic of the fire that was ignited in the hearts
of the freedom fighters. . |
He also paid tributes to the freedom fighters who
sacrificed their lives in Chauri Chaura in Gorakhpur,
on February 4, 1922. .
It may be mentioned that the UP government has

. planned a year of celebrations till February 4, 2022 in |

all 75 districts of the state. During the year-long event, '
| essay writing, debate, poetry recitation, painting and

other competitions will be organised in schools. In addi-

tion, exhibitions, book fairs, and other events will also

' be held.
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Chauri Chaura symbol of

PNS B LUCKNOW

aying respect to the martyrs
Pwy;lzgsza'iﬁcedtheir ives in

the freedom struggle, | Chief

Minister Yogi Adityanath said
that the sacrifice of Chauri
Chaura was a symbol of India's
expression where there was a
confluence of commitment,
motivation, and maturity.
"Chauri Chaura Shatabdi
Mahotsay is the anthem of the

heroic saga of freedom fight-

ers' sacrifice. Bvery street of the
state, every educational insti-
tution, every crossroad should
buzz with the heroic tales of
martyrs so that the future gen-
eration is not ignorant of the
excellent tradition of sacrifice
and can imbibe it easily," the
chief minister said while
addressing the inauguration of
the centenary celebrations of
the Chauri Chaura incident.
The chief minister along
with Governor Anandiben
Patel took part in the event that
was held at Chauri Chaura
Memorial in Gorakhpur on
Thursday. Prime Mli’nister
Narendra Modi also attended
the event via video conferenc-
ing. As a tribute to the unsung
. heroes of the freedom struggle
and to sensitise the young
generation about the valour of

the little known or unknown
freedom fighters, the Yogi lEov-
ernment has decided to hold
year-long centenary celebra-
tions of the historic event.

Invoking the valour of the
freedom fighters and their sac-
rifices in the wake of the
Chauri Chaura uprising which
took place on February 4,
1922, the chief minister said
that the incident had given a
new direction to India's
Independence movement
against the British rule.

“We are gathered here
today to pay reverence and
| respect to all those immortal
| sacrifices,” the chief minister
[ said. Talking  about

Atmanirbhar Bharat, the chief
minister said that Swachhta,
Swavalamban and Swadeshi
all together would lead us
towards making India self-
reliant. "Inculcating these in
our daily lives will be a true
spirit of nationality,” he point-
ed out.

Explaining the meaning
_of g 1ogo bf the céntenary el

ebrations relcased by the Ut
government on the occasion,
the chief minister said that the
words 'Swarakte, Swarashtram
Rakshyet' meant 'Tera vaibhav
amar rahe Maa, hum din char
rahe na rahe' (we protect our
nation with our blood) ."

India’s expression: Yogi

by -

CM changes
official Twitter
handie logo

Lucknow (PNS): In a tribute
to the martyrs of the Chauri
Chaura uprising, Chief |
Minister Yogi Agityanath
on Thursday replaced the
DP of his official Tiitter
handle with the logo of the
event for 15 hours.

The DP of the official
Twitter handle of the chief
minister has his photo and it
was replaced with the logo of
the Chauri Chaura incident
on the occasion of the com-
pletion of 100 years of the
Chauri Chaura uprising.

This is for the first time
in the state that a chief min-
ister has removed his photo
from his official Twitter han-
dle in the honour of martyrs.

The logo also has a slo-

an written in Sanskrit,
Swarakte - SwaraShtram

0P~ “RaKshyet WHITH means

Protect Your Country by
Surrendering Yourself.

Remembering the inci-
dent, the Chief Minister Yogi
said, "We all know that on
February 4, 1922, a group of

w LW LuL)

people clashed with the police.
The police then opened fire
which led to the death of three
freedom fighters. As many as
228 people were prosecuted by
the British rule at that time, in
which 225 people were pun-
ished in various ways by the
British government. At least 19
freedom fighters were given
death sentences, 14 were given
life imprisonment and 19 were
put behind the bars for
eight years."

Yogi Adityanath regretted
that this chapter of the freedom
struggle hadp been consigned to
anonymity, adding that from
now onwards this place would
be a new teerth (pilgrimage).

The programme started
with the police band playin
and floral tributes being pai
to the martyrs. The centenary
celebrations will be marked by
the illumination of all the
martyrs' memorials in the state
along with a series of events to
invoke the sacrifices of the
freedom fighters.

Edding his speech, Yogi :
said: “Let us remembe
sons of our nation who sacri
ficed their lives in the freedom
struggle of the country and pay
tribute to them. Chauri Chaura
Shatabdi Mahotsav is th
anthem of the heroic saga of
freedom fighters' sacrifice.
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